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stricken out, for the very reason assigned by the |) 


Senator from Delaware. 
fere, but to leave them as they now are under 
their contracts; but this proviso does interfere, 
and that is the reason why it is objectionable; and 


yet the Senator supports this proviso. This pro- | 
viso says the accounting officer shall not pay the | 
I say, leave the parties | 


interest to the assignee. 
as they stand under their contract. If the as- 
signee is entitled to it, he will get it; and if he is 
not entitled to it, he will not get it. Non-inter- 
ference on this subject is my doctrine. I agree 
with the Senator from Delaware in that; but net 
in the means to attain it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I wish to read the recom- 
mendation of the Postmaster General in reference 
to this matter. He says: 

‘“‘Tn reference to interest on deferred payments to the 
creditors of this Department, I would suggest the propriety 


of providing specifically for its allowance to such original || 


creditors, and not to the assignee.” 


Mr. GREEN. 
do not care what the Postmaster General says. I 
want to do justice, not to follow the dictates of a 
Postmaster General. 


We ougit not to inter- || 
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with some degree of justice and propriety to pri- 
vate menas well as those filling public stations. 4 
I fear that we are too much lost in this attempt 
to establish State rights, and forget individual 
rizhts. I concede and recognize the doctrine of 
State rights to its fullest extent; but while we are 
endeavoring to establish that, let us endeavor to 
be just to individuals. Already the conduct of 
this Government has been such that patriotism is 


| being weakened, that you hear the howl from all 


It is none of his business. I | 


Mr. BAYARD. The honorable Senator from | 


Missouri and myself agree in some respects, but | 


not altogether. Unless we pass the provision, 
neither party can get any interest. In making 


the allowance of interest, though quty may 
require us to allow interest, we certainly have a 


right to say that we do not choose to regard the || 


transactions of speculators, but we leave the con- 


sections of this Union * that we would rather dis- 
solve it than not.’” Why comes this? I tell you 
that a great deal of it comes from the want of jus- 
tice in this Government towards private individ- 


| uals. The complaints are numerous, they are con- 


stant, they are daily; and the wrong that is now 

about to be perpetrated upon a vast number of in- 

dividuals in this country who have been aiding 
| and assisting this Government, who have patriot- 
ically devoted their fortunes, in many instances, 
to carry out a contract ufider the laws of this 
country, is another illustration of it. Their rights 
are now being sacrificed. Whilst we are dallying 
upon words; whilst we are here voting upon the 
subject of a few per cent. interest, many of our 
most virtuous and best citizens are being destroyed 
in their fortunes in endeavoring to carry out their 


|| contracts with the Government. 


tractors to settle their matters with the party who 


loaned the money. 
Mr. GREEN. 


lators.”’ They are the men who have kept up 


the credit of the Government; they are the men || 


who have paid for your mail service, and but for 
their interposition the postal service would have 
fallen to the ground, and the consequence would 
have been to raise an indignation that would al- 
most have hissed us out of the Senate. Call them 
speculators! They have paid the highest price 
they could afford to pay for these certificates, and 


I do not like the term ** specu- 
P | 


take their chances with such a body as this and* 


the other House to get their compensation re- 
turned. Now, if we intend to pay them, all Ihave 
to say is, ‘*render unto Cesar the things that are 
Cesar’s.’? Whatever their contract is, let them 
have; and do not undertake to step in and violate 
aright which you ought not of yourselves to in- 
terpose in. 

Mr. HAUN. I have waited, sir, With great 
patience, for two or three days, to hear some good 
and valid reason from some Senator from any 
part of this Chamber—I care not where it comes 
from—for attaching conditions to the payment of 
a just and honorable debt due by this Government 
to its contractors. I really am surprised at what 
I perceive in thisbody. I am humiliated that the 
Senate of the United States should stand here ban- 
dying words and provisions to place conditions 


on the payment of a debt honestly contracted by | 


this Government, now due and owing. I think 
it is time for shame to begin to set in uponus. I 
think it is time for the Senate, this American Sen- 
ate, this Democratic American Senate, to which 
it has heretofore been an honor to belong, to re- 
trace some of its steps in this business. Am I to 
be told that the Postmaster General or the Finance 
Committee or any man in this Union, be he high 
or low in office, shall tell a contractor of this Gov- 
ernment, ** You shall take thus and so, and nothing 
nore, for what you have done, after a fair and 
hohorable contract has been entered into with you 
under the laws of your country?’’ Ah, sir, there 
has been too much of this done in this Govern- 
ment. If you hailed from whence I do; if you had 
felt what I have felt; if you had seen what I have 
seen, in California, with regard to the acts of this 
Government with reference to our lands, where 
we have been compelled to go through one, two, 
three, four, five, or six tribunals to establish a 
valid claim to ow; domain, by the arbitrary and 
unjust legislation of this Government, you would 
begin to see that it was time for the Senate to look 


46 


I say, sir, that | feel humiliated by this; and I 
feel humiliated to see the Democratic portion of 
| the Senate endeavoring to tramme! this bill that 
has come from the other House to pay these con- 

| tractors, with any amendment thatis not germane 
toit. Letme tell Senators now, without being either 
| a prophet or the son of a prophet, that the pres- 
idential election which is fast approaching will 
have an eye to their conduct on this matter. Let 
me warn Senators that these contractors who are 
now knocking at the door of your justice to get 
| the honest money that they have earned, will re- 
member your conduct here when the day for the 

| election of President comes. Let me tell Sena- 
tors that they stand in their own light; that they 
are ignoring a just law; and that they are likely 
to give the Opposition the honor of passing a bill 
to pay a just debt due by this Government to hon- 
est contractors. [ am opposed to all amendments 
to the bill except such amendments as will include 


those contractors who ought to be included, and | 


who were omitted by the other House. I shall 
| vote against every other amendment, whether it 
brings the frowns or the smiles of my associates 
| here. I must act upon my own sense of duty; I 
cannot regard what others may think about it. I 
} am unwilling—totally, wholly, and fully unwill- 
ing, let the consequences be what they may—to 
vote in the Senate for an unjust measure; a meas- 
ure whicl¥ I feel, which I know to be unjust, and 
which the whole country knows to be unjust and 
outrageous in its character. 1 do not know any 
of these contractors, or their assignees; but I fully 
agree with the Senator from Missouri; that we 
| have no right to compel either the assignees or 
the original contractors to take the interest, pro- 
vided they had a bargain, when the assignment 
was made, to give the interest either to the pur- 
chaser or to retain it to the original contractor. 
| Justice in our conduct-here would require us to let 
it remain as they fixed it. If we choose to give 
interest, let us give it as a matter of equity and 
justice,asan honest man would pay his creditors. 
| Has it come to this, that the Senate ofthe United 
States is not only not willing to do its duty, but 
is determined to withhold paying an honest debt? 
Are we so far lost to the proper rules of justice 
and propriety? I hope not, sir; I hope that time 
has not yet arrived. | hope there will be no more 
acts of legislation passed calculated to destrey the 
| usual patriotism that exists in the American body; 
' and I shall vote against everything of that kind, 
let it please or displease whom it may. 

Mr. PUGH. It seems to me, Mr. President, 
that the Senator from California entirely misiakes 
the nature of the agreement between these par- 

| ties and the Government. We have stipulated 
| that, for the performance of certain services, we 
would pay them on certain days. We never stip- 
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ulated to pay them e dollar of interest. 
of fact, we did not pay them on the days when 


In point 


the obligation fell due. What is the measure of 
damages for that failure on our part?) From one 
end of the world to the other, what is the meas- 
ure of damages for the non-payment of money ? 
Interest. I have heard the Senator from Missouri 
talk about damages. Whatis the damage? In- 
terest is the damage for not paying money, and 
six per cent. is the highest rate of interest the 
Government has ever paid. It is higher tha the 
regular rate of interest in many of the States. 
Besides, this is a payment in specie, a payment 
here, which, in addition to its par value, ought to 
be worth something i the nature of a premium 
for exchange. 

jut, sir, it is said that we ought to give this in- 
terest to the assignee. How do we know any- 
thing about an assignee? Who authorized the 
PostmasterGeneral to issue certificates negotiable? 
It is forbidden by the sub-Treasury act; and if he 
had issued them for the express purpose of their 
being circulated by assignment or delivery as 
claims against this Government, he would have 
subjected himself to impeachment. It was not the 
act of the Postmaster General; it was the act of 
the parties, unknown to the Government, by which 
they were assigned; and now they come here and 
ask us to recognize their private transactions. 
The Senator from Missouri says that in many 
cases they sold their certificates with interest or 
without interest. [do not know how many of 
them were sold in the ordinary acceptation of the 
word; I imagine very few; that is not the course 
of business. [have no doubt they were hypoth- 
ecated as collateral security, and money was 
advanced upon them by corporations and ‘by in- 
dividuals engaged in banking, who discounted 
them according to the rules of Rowlett’s Tables, 
and took their interest out in advance. I will 
venture to say that, in ninety-nine cases out of a 

/ hundred, that was the course. There may have 
been a few exceptions. 

It is said that these certificates were hawked 
about—certificates involving the faith of the Gov- 
ernment, carrying six per cent. interest, or w ith 
the understood obligation and assurance of the 
head of the Department, the assurance of the 
President, and the general sentiment of the com- 
munity that they should have six per cent. Did 
ever acertificate of this Government, carrying six 
per cent. interest, submit to the shave that we are 
told brought all these hardships on these con- 
tractors? 

Mr. HAUN. Will the Senator allow me to 
ask him a question? 

Mr. PUGH. Certainly. 

Mr. HAUN. Do you intend to repudiate the 
certificates already issued by the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, and which may have been sold by the con- 
tractors ? : 

Mr. PUGH. No, sir; I will come to thatina 
moment. Iam asking the question, how did all 
these certificates become so discredited ? What is 
the price of United States six per cent. stock in 
New York, with its payment twenty years off? 
What is the price of ‘Treasury notes, carrying six 
per cent. interest, and having two or three years 
torun? They were the very best security m the 
market; andif any man wanted to borrow money, 
he could not have a better seeurity on which to 
borrow it than these very certificates. I will tell 
you where the hardship of the contractor comes 
from. It is notin the past; it is in the present. 
Their obligation to repay the money is due; and, 
if they do not pay it, their certificates, which are 
hypothecated, must be sold, and they will all be 
thrown upon the market suddenly, and therefore 
it is important for us to pass the bill soon, in order 
to put them in funds to save their certificates. 
There has been no great hardship in the past; 
they borrowed money upon these certificates, and 
they were a capital security; just as good a seeu- 
rity as bonds of the United States, which they 
could hypothecate and borrow money upon. There 
is a great deal of this public clamor for the pur- 

il pose of getting at tie Treasury. Six per cent 
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interest is an ample allowance for damages to - 
man having a claim against this Government. It 
is mare than you give half your clammants. But 
because there has been a fault committed in Con- 
gress—if you call ita fault—occasion 1s to be taken 
of that to make a grand raid upon the Treasury 
of the United States, on the pretense of damages. 
Sir, | know it is very easy to beset Congress, and 
say all these things, Itis easy to say that this is 
an unjust Government. My official connection 
with it will very soon end; but I declare, upon 
my experience of four years here, that it is the 
most liberal Government, inthe paymentofclaims, 


that there is on the face of the earth; that two | 


thirds of the claims which this Government pays 
have no foundation either in law or in equity; 
the y are mere acts of generosity. This Govern- 
ment has never sealed the interest on her debts; 
she has paid on them dollar for dollar. I do not 
like my friend from California to intimate that 
those of us who intend to vote for the amendment 
of the Finance Committee are standing here to 
take advantage of the hardships oi the creditors 
of the Government, to compel them to submit to 
an unjustdemand. We are paying them all that 
they are entitled to by law or by equity, and it is 
all that I will vote to pay them, now or here- 
after. 

Mr.GREEN. The immediate question before 
the Senate onthe amendment of the Senator from 
Florida, is not the question of the amount of dam- 
ages sustained by the contractors; but as the Sen- 
ator from Ohio refers to ut, [ will make him a little 
reply on that point. Is six per cent, just upon a 
debt due? We will take that for granted, for that 
is the common judgment of the Senate. The 
other question of damages, I say, ought to be left 
alone; and the Senate and Congress have no right 
arbitrarily to preclude the contractors from com- 
ing before Congress hereafter and asserting their 
demand for more. 

Mr. PUGH. Do I understand the Senator to 
make two claims, one for interest and one for 
damages ? 

Mr.GREEN. Ido understand myself to say, 
that this Senate, this Finance Committee, or this 
Postmaster General, or all combined, have no 
right arbitrarily to say what damages the con- 
tractors have sustained; yet, by this amendment, 

rou undertake to do it. 


Mr. RICE. Then, why not leave out the in- | 


terest, and leave the question of damages to be 
settled hereafter? 

Mr.GREEN,. Thatis just what the contractors 
want, to leave out interest, damages, and all, in 
this bill. 

Mr. RICE. The contractors in my country 


will be satisfied if they get the amount due them | 


with interest; and they ought to be everywhere. 


Give them that, and let them go home and attend | 


to their own affairs. 

Mr.GREEN,. All that I have to say, in reply 
to the Senator from Minnesota, is that, so far as 
I am concerned, the contractors are not satisfied. 
Il have not seen the bankers, the assignees, and 
the purchasers of this scrip. 


Mr. RICE. We have nothing to do with those | 


rentlemen, We have nothing to do with the as- 
signees; we have nothing to do with sub-contract- 


ors; we have to do simply with the contractors | 


themselves, or rather with them through the Post 
Office Department. Letusmake the appropriation 
as we would to pay any other deficiency, and let 
the Department, under the law, settle with the 


contractors; and if the law allows interest, it gives | 


the Postmaster General that much more latitude 
to satisfy them. 


Mr.GREEN. That satisfies me precisely; but 


that is just the opposite of what this amendment 
is, and I want to strike out this proviso, because 
it precludes that very thing. 

Mr. RICE. {do not so understand it. 

Mr. GREEN. Yes, sir, it does. The Post- 
masier General, to give credit to these certificates 
of indebtedness, published te the world that they 
would be promptly paid when Congress met, and 
we are now making an appropriation to pay them. 
The principal sum, the lidite of the Commit- 


tee on Finance says, ought to go to the assignees 
of the contractors; but then he puts in a proviso 
which the Senator from Minnesota sustains, pre- 
cluding the possibility of the interest being paid 
to the assignees. Is that just? Now, I say, strike 
out that proviso, and leave it to be adjusted upon | 


|| principles of equity. That is the ground that I || 


take. Ido not say who is entitled to the interest, 

I do not say who is entitled to the principal; but 
if you permit and wink at and countenance the 
assignment of the certificates of indebtedness, and 
sustain the right of the assignee to the principal || 
sum, the same right of contract demands that you 
<a sustain his right to the interest accruing 
upon that principal sam. 

The Senator from Ohio says that six per cent. 
is as much damage as ought to be allowed in any 
case. Ordinarily, that is true; but I do not want 
to go into the question as to the amount of dam- 
age that ought to be allowed. I say it is mean 
and contemptible in the Senate to say to a cred- 
itor whom we owe, and who has been performing 
service for our credit, ** You shall give up all claim 
and demand on a certain rate that we fix without 
your consent.’’ We ought not to say it. I do 


not pretend to say how much damage they ought || 


to have. 
_ Mr. RICE. It is left to the creditor not to take | 
it unless he chooses. 


Mr. GREEN. So it is left to the creditors || 
when you say they are clamorous to get their | 


money. Suppose the Senator from Minnesota | 
and I had a contract, and one or the other should 

violate it, and I should fix the rate of indemnity | 
to be paid, and say, **1 will never pay a dollar | 


unless you accept my estimate of the damage || 


sustained,’’ 


nish the Senator with another argument in his 
favor which I think he has overlooked. Does he 
not know, as well as every other Senator in this 
body, that whilst we are proposing to give six 
per cent. interest, every one who took a contract | 
calculated at least to make twenty-five per cent., 
and that it is outrageous to take away this other | 
six per cent., whilst the real working men them- 
selves have never considered it of any conse- 
quence at all, except to get their money imme- 
diately? 

Mr. GREEN. That is true; and there is one 
point in the same connection: if they had stopped 
performing the service and said, ** We refuse to | 
go on, because the Government fails to pay us 
according to contract,’’ they would have had one 
month’s additional pay for doing nothing. That | 
would have been eight per cent., and yet you say | 
you will only pay them six. Ido not say how 
much they should have; I do not know; I will 
not go into the question; but I say it is mean to 
undertake to prescribe to them that they shall give | 
an acquittance on terms that we stipulate without 
consulting them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment to the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Florida, which is to strike 
out of the proviso the words ‘that such interest 
shall be payable only to the contractors them- 
selves.”’ 


| Mr. GREEN called for the yeas and nays; and | 
they were ordered. | 


Mr. RICE. 1 should like to ask the Senator | 
from Missouriif the sub-Treasury law and other 
laws do not point out to heads of Departments 
here the manner in which they shall pay out all 
money appropriated by Congress to the creditors 
of the United States? Are they not sufficient for | 
their.government? Must we here load down a 
bill of this kind with provisions as to that matter? 
Are we to step in ant interfere between contract- 
ors and their assignees? Are there not already 
laws sufficient to protect the honest creditors of | 
the Government, without our meddling with the 
matter £ 


Mr. GREEN. Thatis exactly what I am for; | 


and therefore [am in favor of striking out this 
proviso. The proviso says they shall not do it 
except ina certain way. I say, leave it as the gen- 
eral law is. The Senator and myself agree in prin- 
ciple; but the language of the proviso does not 


agree with our opinions. I am voting to leave it || 


as you express yourself. 
Mr. RICE. Leave it to the Department. 


Mr. GREEN. Yes; I propose to leave it to the | 


Department. 


Mr. RICE. That is right. 


Mr.GREEN. This proviso precludes the De- || M ; 
original amendment does not come up, as it was 


a from that privilege, and that is the reason 
am going to vote to strike it out. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. | The question | 


| 


February 9, 
to the amendment; on which the yeas and nays 
have been ordered. 

The Secretary proceeded to call the roll, and 
Mr. AnTHONY responded. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I should be glad 
to hear the Senator from Virginia express himself 
on this question. 

_ The PRESIDING OFFICER, Debate is not 
in order. The call of the roll has commenced, 
and one Senator has answered. 

The Secretary continued the calling of the roll. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, when his name 
was called, said: I really am not satisfied how to 
vote on this question. I find that the Senator from 
Virginia [Mr. Hunter] votes in the negative. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not in 
order to discuss the question at this time. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Thenmycon- 
fidence is so great in that gentleman, that [ shall 
certainly vote **nay’’ with him. 

The Secretary continued the call of the roll; and 
the result was announced—yeas 17, nays 30; as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bragg, Dixon, Durkee, Fitch, 
Foster, Green, Haun, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 
Mallory, Nicholson, Rice, Saulsbury, Sebastian, Simmons, 
and Wilkinson—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bingham, 
Chandler, Chesnut, Clark, Clay, Clingman, Collamer, Crit- 
tenden, Doolittle, Fessenden, Fitzpatrick, Grimes, Gwin, 
Harlan, Hunter, Johnson of Arkansas, King, Lane, Mason, 
Pearce, Powell, Pugh, Slidell, Sumner, ‘Ten Eyck, ‘Toombs, 
Wade, Wigfall, and Wilson—30. 


Mr. JOHNSON of Arkansas. I wish to fur- || 


So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
jected, 

Mr. GREEN. I now ask for the yeas and nays 
on the question of agreeing to the proviso reported 
by the committee. [ regard it as a very objection- 
able measure. I have given my views on italready, 
and I will not detain the Senate by repeating them, 
[** Let us have a division.’’] I am not satisfied 

| with a mere division, because I want Senators to 
put themselves on the record upon this question. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


|| is on concurring in the amendment made as in 


| Committee of the Whole, toadd to the third section 
the following proviso: 

Provided, Thatsuch interest shall be payable only to the 
contractors themselves: and the same is hereby declared 
to be in full of all damages by reason of failure or delay in 
payment; and the same shall be receipted for aecordingly ; 
but no interest shall be allowed on payments for the last 
quarter, ending the 3lst of December, 1859. 


* Mr.GREEN. I desire the yeas and nays upon 
| that. 

| The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 

taken, resulted—yeas 36, nays 13; as follows: 

| WYEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bingham, 
| Bright, Brown, Chandler, Clark, Clay, Clingman, Colla- 
| mer, Crittenden, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Fitch, Fitz- 
| patrick, Grimes, Gwin, Harlan, Hemphill, Hunter, Johnson 
of Arkansas, King, Lane, Mason, Pearce, Powell, Pugh, 
Slidell, Sumner, ‘Ten Eyck, Toombs, Wade, Wigiall, and 


|| Wilson—35. 


|} NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bragg, Dixon, Foster, Green, 
Haun, Johnson of ‘Tennessee, Kennedy, Nicholson, Rice, 
Saulsbury, Simmons, and Wilkinson—l13. 


| . 
| So the amendment was concurred in. 


The next amendment made as in Committee 
| of the Whole was to add, as a new section: 
| And be it further enacted, That the Superintendent of the 
| Public Printing be required to procure the printing of the 
| post office blanks by contract, after thirty days’ public no- 
| tice, and to award such contract, for the usual period of 
Post Office contracts, to the bidder who offers to print the 
said blanks at the greatest per centum deduction froin the 
prices authorized to be paid by law for the printing of the 
Executive Departments ; and that all laws or parts of laws 
now in foree, in relation to the printing of post bills or post 
office blanks, be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 


The amendment was concurred in. \ 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. If no further 
| amendment be proposed, the question will be on 
| ordering the amendment to be engrossed and the 
bill to be read the third time. 
| Mr. HUNTER. I believe there is another 
/amendment remaining to be voted upon—one 
| which was offered by the Committee on Finance, 
relative to the abolition of the franking privilege. 

Mr. TOOMBS. If that amendment is now be- 
fore the Senate, I shall move to amend it by strik- 
ing out all after the word ‘‘ cnacted,”’ and insert- 
ing a substitute. 


Mr. HUNTER. I believe I wasmistaken. That 


“not agreed to in Committee of the Whole; and 
| the Senator will have to move his amendment as 


| is on the amendment of the Senator from Florida |! an independent proposition 
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section: 


And be it further enacted, That the franking privilege is 
hereby abolished; and that all laws and parts of laws 
authorizing the receiving or sending any matter through 
the mails free of postage, be, and the same are hereby, re- 
pealed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Mr. President, 
I yesterday stated to the Senate the reasons why 
I was not disposed to vote for putting upon this 
bill a provision to abolish the franking privilege. 
I believed then that I was right. The position I 
then took was, that there were five members on 
the other side of the House who had avowed their 
willingness to vote for the abolition of this priv- 
ilege on another occasion, and I heard no dissent 
among their colleagues to that statement; and I 
therefore did not wish to see this bill encumbered 
with this provision, which I thought, from the 
statements of the Senators, could very readily be 
added to the regular Post Office appropriation bill. 
I found then—and I have no hesitation in saying 
now—that there was an almost unanimous senti- 
ment on this side of the House against the policy 
of refusing to place the provisioh for the aboli- 
tion of the franking privilege upon this bill. I 
sought for a reason why that should be so, and 1 
have found one that is satisfactory to myself. It 
results from the factthat there is adirect connection 
between two questions relating to the proper con- 
duct of the Post Office Department, its facilities, 
and success; one question being the abolition of 
the franking privilege, and the other the increase 
of the revenue by imposing a rate of five cents 
instead of three cents on letter postage. 

I recollectdistinctly, about four years ago, when 


these questions were mooted among members of | 


the Senate, and no one wished to offer the prodpo- | 


sition, I, myself, came forward and proposed to 
increase the rate of postage from three cents to 
five cents. I recollect that there was then an in- 
disposition everywhere, among those who ought 
properly to have taken the lead in a measure of 
that character, national in itself, and which is so 
interesting to the country in many respects, to 
bring forward the proposition, and [ had to make 
the motion myself; and, consequently, it stood 
before the Senate upon its own merits, without 
the aid of any fortuitous support that might be 
derived from the statesmanlike reputation of the 
mover. On that occasion the question of the abo- 
lition of the franking privilege was connected with 
my proposition to increase the rate of postage; and 
those who were opposed to the increase of post- 
age availed themselves of the aid of those who 


were opposed to the abolition of the franking priv- | 
ilege; and by that means they were able to defeat | 


every movement that could be made in behalf of 
a measure which was proposed for the purpose 


of giving relief to the Post Office Department and | 


to the postal service of the country. 


At the succeeding session I again called atten- | 


tion to the question, as the records will show, and 
the same proposition was brought up to increase 
the postage to five cents. It was sustained by the 


highest authority from both sides of the Cham- || 


ber; it was shown conclusively that the revenues 
of the Department ought to be increased in that 
way in order to enable it to discharge its duties. 
Then, when it was disconnected with the abolition 
of the franking privilege, it succeeded in passing 
the Senate, but it failed in the other House. 
From this review of the history of the subject, 


I have come to the belief that it is improper to | 


connect the abolition of the franking privilege 
with the increase of postage. I believe the con- 
nection is vicious in itscif. I believe the two 
measures should be separated. In my judgment 
it is best to take separately the question of the 
abolition of the franking privilege. Acting upon | 
this impression, and knowing that there are a 
number of members on the other side who believe 
the franking privilege ought to be abolished, and 
knowing that such is the universal sentiment of 
all the members on this side, and to leave it to 
future legislation as to the terms which shall be 
made to carry out this reform wisely and reg- 


ularly and consistently with the public interest, | 


I shall change my vote to-day, and now support | 
the proposition to place upon this bill the amend- | 
ment of the Senator from Georgia; and I think I 
shall adhere to it, let the consequences be what 
they may. This is the position which I shall | 
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certainly adopt, after the most honest and mature |, 


reflection I have been able to give the subject. | 
know it is not consistent with my first impres- 
sions on this question; but he who is so perfect 
that he never changes upon a point of policy, is 
too perfect forme. Upona point of principle, I 
am willing to stand; but I do not see any princi- 
ple involved im the question whether we shall 
attach this amendmentto the present bill or reserve 
it for the regular Post Office appropriation bill. 
That is simply a question af iuley. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire to amend the 
amendment of the Senator from Georgia, so as to 
fix the 10th of April as the time at which it shal! 
take effect. That will give our constituents time 
to know that the law is changed, and will afford 
us an opportunity of sending off the books that 
have already been printed, and which they ought 
to have. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I have no objection to that. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. I do not propose, Mr. 
President, to prolong this discussion. Yesterday 
I voted against the proposition to attach this meas- 
ure to the present bill, and I shall vote against it 
to-day. ~ In giving that vote yesterday, I did not 
mean to indicate what would be my course on this 
measure if it were presented in another bill, on an 


occasion and at a time when I thought it proper. | 


My own coyviction is well settled, that the frank- 


ing privilege of members of Congress ought to be | 


very materially reformed, if not entirely abolished, 
All thearguments that have been made here against 
it relate to the abuse of it, and the evils growing 
out of the franking privilege of members of Con- 
gress. Now, sir, we know that this privilege is 
enjoyed by many others besides members of Con- 
gress. [ have heard nothing of the abuse of it by 
ex-Presidents and their widows. There is another 
large class who enjoy this privilege—I suppose 


amounting to thousands; I refer to that class of 
postmasters who receive at their offices only the | 


sum of $200, I believe. I have heard of no abuse 
of this privilege by them. 


Whilst I am satisfied | 


that it has been abused by members of Congress, |. 
if the experience of older members than myself is | 
to be relied on, whilst I am prepared on the proper | 


occasion to abolish it as to them, I am not pre- 
pared to do so as to others without further light 


as to the abuse of it, and the evils growing out of 


it when enjoyed by others. This proposition abol- 
ishes it entirely. The proposition which came 


from the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 


Roads this morning does not entirely abolish it. 


But, Mr. President, beyond this, I do not in- | 


tend, by my vote, to sanction this mode of legis- 
lation. I believe itis wrong in principle to take an 
appropriation bill, and particularly a deficiency 
appropriation bill, for the purpose of grafting upon 


| it, by way of rider, a measure having necessarily 


no sort of connection with it, and particularly 


when the objectis avowed, as it has been here, to | 


be to carry it through the other House on account 
of the peculiar circumstances of the case. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. 
that? 

Mr. NICHOLSON. The Senator from Geor- 
gia avowed that. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
in the statement. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. 
the Senator. 


There is not a word of truth 


Then I misunderstood 


Who has said | 


Mr. TOOMBS. Hereis the report of the speech; _ 


and it 1s not there. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. 
substantially that. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
erly reported. 
speech. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. Then I misunderstood 
the Senator. I certainly understood him, yester- 
day or the day before, to say that he desired it to 
be added to this bill, because it would go through 
on this bill when it would not on anotber bill. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Certainly; I sald I wanted it 
put on this bill, because this bill must pass. 

Mr. NICHOLSON. That is the very thing I 
alluded to. Now,sir, I do not wish to avail my- 
self of this opportunity to carry out what I believe 
would be a proper measure in itself—the abolition 
of this privilege, at least so far as members of 
Congress are concerned—by placing it on this bill 
on the idea that this bill must necessarily pass. 
I want this measure, as every other, to be consid- 
ered maturely in both Houses, and to be decided 


I think the Senator said 


There is no such thing in the 


I do not want myself improp- 


on its own merits; and on that principle it ie that | 
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I am not prepared to vote for the amendment as 
it now stands. . 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Ihave listened 
attentively to the Senator from Tennessee. The 
reason which impels me to change the vote which 
| gave yesterday, I think, is entitled to the respect 
of every common-sense gentleman on this floor. 
lt is for the purpose of separating two measures, 
in regard to one of which, as is charged and com- 
monly admitted all around the Senate Chamber, 
there is a corrupt use, a use in violation of law, 
of the franking privilege. The other measure 


which has been combined with that upon previous 


occasions, 1S a proposition to increase the rate of 
postage so as to give the Department a sufficient 
revenue to carry on its business properly, When- 
ever the two are combined, you find that the ene- 
mies of each reform draw support from the ene- 


| mies of the other, and they defeat the preposition. 


| unite with us, t 


The connection is vicious in itself, and it ought 
to be forced asunder. With that view, I wish to 
place the proposition to abolish the franking priv- 
ilege upon this bill; for if the other House repre- 
sent, as I think it fair to suppose that they do, 
somewhatthe sentiments of the Senators who now 
occupy this floor, they will consent to the aboli- 
tion of the franking privilege; and if the House 
differ from usy of course our amendment will be 
rejected there. I wish to furnish the House an 
opportunity to “e upon the question. If — 
i¢ franking privilege will be abol- 
ished; but if they rejeat our amendment, the bill 
will again come back, and we may abandon this 
amendment if we choose, so as to pass the bill. 
‘The benefit that arises from this to us is that it 
will at least teach Senators that when they shall 
have sought from another quarter to give relief to 
the postal service of this country, they will not 
touch the franking privilege as the main means, 
but take the advice of wiser men, of those most 
familiar with the service, and resort to the enlarge - 
ment of the price of letter postage so as to increase 
the revenue of the Post Office Department. Under 
these circumstances, we can well feel that the gen- 
tleman who offers a test of that character, by bring- 
ing forward a measure to abolish the franking 
privilege in connection with a proposition to in- 
crease the revenues of the Department by raising 
the rate of posiage,is an enemy to any reform in 
the Post Office Department. 1 hope, then, that 
when the regular appropriation bill comes to us, 
we shall not consider the subject of the franking 
privilege, at least for the time being, but confine 
ourselves toa sincere effort to secure a proper 
payment for the transmission of the mail matter. 
{ think that, on the present occasion, when all 
the members on this side of the Chamber are in 
favor of abolishing the franking privilege, and a 
great m@ny on the other side are, we had better 
add this provision to the bill, and send it to the 
House of Representatives, and let them act upon 
it. If they should refuse to agree to our amend- 
ments, we can then say that we will not defeat the 
passage of this bill on that account. I also cer- 
tainly say, if we are reduced to that condition, it 
will be the duty of this body to look for relief to 
the postal service from another quarter, and we 
shall be bound to resort to the ole other practi- 
cable measure of relief; and that is, to increase 
the revenue of the Department by raising the post- 
age from three to five cents. 
Mr. HAUN. Mr. President, I did not intend 
to say anything on this subject; but the Senator 
from Arkansas, in giving us what he deems ex- 


cellent reasons for having changed his opinion 


since yesterday, undertakes to say, thatany Sen- 
ator who does not concur with his view of the 
question, hardly entertains common sense 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Oh, no. 

Mr. HAUN. The Senator’s expression was, 
that any gentlemayof common sense would un- 
derstand the reasons which he gave. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I beg the par- 
don of the Senator and of the Senate. I did not 
mean to insult the Senate at all. 

Mr. HAUN. I really thought the remark was 
a singular one to come from that Senator. Per- 
haps he did not mean to reflect upon the Senate. 

Mtr, JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Certainly not. 

Mr. HAUN. I voted, yesterday, against at- 
taching this proviso to this bill, and I shall vote 
against it again, no matter if all other Senators 
should change their opinions. I have no? _ 
heard any reason which convinces my mind that 
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it should be attached to the bill. The Senator says 
it ought to be attached, to this bill, and discon- 
nected from a bill to increase the postages. Now, 
how much more beautiful would it appear; how 
much more elegant; how much more parliament- 
ary, to connect the abolition of the franking priv- 
ilere with an increase of the rate of postage; how 
much more right would it appear to the whole 
country? Why is it that we cannot do that? 

I hope that Senators will yet recede from the 
position they seem to have taken, for I think itis 
very dogmatical to endeavor to push this question, 
and crowd it, and compel the House of Repre- 
sentatives to concur with our peculiar views in 
regard to the abolition of the franking privilege. 
I have already stated,and I now say again that I 
am willing to abolish the franking privilege, but 
not upon this bill. This deficiency Mil is not the 
place for it, [ appeal to Senators who have had 
experience here, who understand parliamentary 
law, who understand parliamentary usage; 
appeal to their sense of proper parliamentary 
courtesy to say whether this is not an improper 
amendment to this bill. 

Mr. RICE. Why did not my honorable friend 
from California ask these questions when the hon- 
orable Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Brown] 
proposed his amendment, not only yn Committee 
of the Whole, but in the Senate? and of all the 
Senators who are anxious for the speedy pay- 


ment of the mail contractors, and who-wish noth- | 


ing not germane put upon the bill, not one raised 
his voice against it. A division was not even 
called for, or an explanation. I want to under- 
stand that point. 

Mr. HAL 
tor. What is his question? 

Mr. RICE. The Senator from Mississippi yes- 


JIN. Ido not understand the Sena- 


terday offered an amendment which was not ger- | 


mane to this bill 
Mr. HAUN. 
every amendment. 
Mr. RICE. The entire Senate accepted the 
amendment of which I speak, in Committee of the 
Whole. To-day, when it was offered again in 


I believe I have voted against 


the Senate, there was no question asked or a di- | 


vision called for. Those who sympathize with 
the mail contractors then forgot their interests, 
and accepted that amendment, which compelled 
the bill to go back to the House of Representa- 
tives, and there be discussed again. If that was 
proper, why is not the amendment now offered 
proper? I want consistency. I have been trying 
to be correct in this matter. [have voted steadil 
and almost alone on this side of the House, with 
the gentlemen on the other side, against amend- 
ments, for the purpose of enabling the Govern- 
ment speedily to pay its honest dues. The amend- 
ment of the Senator from Mississippi is regarded 
as a small matter; it was allowed to go ufon the 
bill; but if it had been referred to the Post Office 
Committee or the Post Office Departmerit, it would 
have been found to be a much more serious thing 
than was supposed yesterday or to-day. 

Mr. HAUN. 


certainly mistaken in regard to my position on 


that question. I voted against the amendment of | 
the Senator from Mississippi, and intend to do | 


so whenever it comes up again. 
Mr. RICE. It is too late now. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. On the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Letus have the yeasand nays. 

Mr.PUGH. I thought the Senator from North 
Carolina [Mr. CiiweMay] offered an amendment 
to it. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 


I accepted that. 
Mr. PUGH. 


Let the amendment be read, as 


| modified. 


The Secretary read, as follows: 

ind be it further enacted, That from and after the 10th 
day of April next, the franking privilege be, and the same | 
is hereby, totally abolished ; and that all laws and parts of 
laws’ authorizing the recciving or sending any matter 
through the mails free of postage be, and the same'are 
hereby, repealed. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

rr ee . 

Mr. ANTHONY. I desire to state that I have 
oaired off with the Senator from South Carolina, 
Mr. Cuesnur. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. [had intended to vote against 


| thisamendment, because I did not wish to encum- 


ber the present bill; put, as I find that the bill has 
already been amended so as to require it to go 
back to the other House, I shall vote for this 
amendment, as | am in favor of the proposed re- 
form. | 
The question being taken by yeas and nays, re- 


| sulted—yeas 31, nays 21; as follows: 


| Congress; an 


YEAS — Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, 
Bright, Brown, Clay, Clingman, Crittenden, Douglas, 
Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Grimes, Gwin, Harlan, Hunter, 
Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson ef Tennessee, Kennedy, 
Lane, Mason, Pearce, Powell, Pugh, Rice, Saul-bury, 


Sebastian, Slidell, Toombs, and Wigiall—31. | 
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Mr. NIBLACK stated that Mr. Eneursn had 
paired with Mr. Watpron. . 
Mr. HOARD stated that Mr. Riges and Mr 


|| Irvine had paired off. 


Mr. REYNOLDS stated that he had paired 
with Mr. Morais, of Illinois, upon the election 
of Printer and upon some other matters. 

Mr. ELY stated that Mr. Oxin had paired with 
Mr. Brancu. 

Mr. HOARD stated that Mr. Tuayer and Mr. 
Davipson had paired off. 

Mr. JACKSON stated that Mr. Unperwoop 
had paired with Mer. Corwin. 

Mr. PENDLETON stated that Mr. Vatian- 
piGHAM being confined to his house by indisposi- 
tion, had paired with Mr. McPuerson. 


EXPENSE OF THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 
Mr. HOARD. If the gentleman from Ohio 


will give way for that purpose, I desire to intro- 
duce a resolution, which I ask to have read for 
information. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have no objection to hear- 
ing the resolution. 

Mr WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object to 
the introduction of any resolution. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I hope the resolution will 
be read for information. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Very well; 


| I withdraw my objection. 


a 
The resolution was read, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Expenditures 


| be instructed to inquire into the expense of printing for 


NAYS—Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, | 
| Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Ham- 


lin, Haun, Hemphill, King, Nicholson, Simmons, Sumner, 
Ten Eyck, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—21. 


The amendments were ordered to be engrossed, 


read the third time, and passed. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


On motion of Mr. SLIDELL, it was | 


the House of Representatives, and to report, at an early 
day, such modification of the rates paid, as publie justice 


| and a due regard for rigid economy in public expenses shall 


| Mv». SHERMAN. 


and the bill to be read the third time. The bill was | 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day, it be to | 


meet on Monday next. 


On motion of Mr. PUGH, the Senate then 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuurspay, February 9, 1860. 

The House met at twelve o’clock,m. 
by Rev. Septimus Tustin, D. D, 

The Journal of Monday was read and approved. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 


Prayer 


I move that the House do | 


| Mr. HOARD. I 


| dictate, and that they have power to examine witnesses, 
with leave w report at any time. 
I have no objection to that 
resolution. 
Mr. COX. I object. 
aoe no gentleman will object. 
Mr. COX. I withdraw my objection. 
There being no objection, the resolution was 
received and agreed to. 


| ELECTION OF PRINTER. 


now proceed to vote viva voce for Printer of the | 
| House of eaten for the Thirty-Sixth 


upon that motion I demand the 
previous question. 


Mr. STANTON. 


1 hope my colleague will 


|| withdraw the call for the previous question. I 


The Senator from Minnesota Is | 


Mr. HAUN. Then I have misunderstood my | 
right time to vote against it, on account of my 


misunderstanding parliamentary rules. 

Mr. RICE. Not one of the self-styled friends 
of the contractors voted for it. 

Mr. HAUN. I have been desirous to keep 
everything out except what is necessary to pay 
the mail contractors. [** Question.’’] 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 


that, from the experience we have had heretofore, 


of contests between the two Houses, I aminclined || 


to the opinion that if we eo the proposition in 


this shape, for the entire abolition of the franking | 


privilege, it will not be acceptable to the House 
of Representatives, and will delay the passage of 
this bill. But if the Senator from Georgia would 
pees to get rid of the great evil, to begin with, 
y abolishing the franking of books, I am inclined 
to think it would pass the other House, although, 
of course, I have no means of knowing to a cer- 
tainty. 
‘Mr. TOOMBS. This covers everything that 
goes through the mails. [‘* Question.’’] 
Mr. HUNTER. Whatis the exact question? 


I desire simply to say, | 


| 


have a word or two to say upon it. 

Mr. BURNETT. Before the motion is put, I 
move that there be a call of the House. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There is no objection to 
that. 

Mr. Burnetr’s motion was agreed to; and the 
House ordered that there be a call. 


The roll was accordingly called; and the fol- | 


lowing members failed to answer to their names: 


Messrs. Adrain, William C. Anderson, Barr, Bocock, 
Boteler, Branch, Brown, Burroughs, Horace F. Clark, 


| Clark B. Cochrane, Burton Craige, Crawford, Eliot, Eng- | 
| lish, French, Irvine, Francis W. Kellogg, Kunkel, James 
| M. Leach, Love, Maclay, Isaac N. Morris, Olin, Perry, || 


Pottle, Pugh, Rice, Riggs, Ruffin, Sickles, Simms, Somes, 


Stallworth, Thayer, Underwood, Vallandigham, Waldron, | 


and Windom. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. MAYNARDstated that hiscolleague, Mr. 
Brasson, had been called home, and had paired 
with Mr. Frencu. 

Mr. JONES stated that Mr. Crawrorp had 
paired with Mr. Porte for two weeks. 

Mr. HOWARD stated that he had paired with 
Mr. Kexroae, of Michigan. 

Mr. BUFFINTON stated that Mr. Rice had 
paired with Mr. Lamar. 

Mr. AVERY stated that Mr. Wricut had 


| paired with Mr. Perry until a week from next 


Monday. 
Mr. COX stated that he had paired with Mr. 
Burroveus far to-d 


ay. 
Mr. BUFFINTON stated that Mr. Extor had 
pairéd with Mr. Love. 





| Mr. SHERMAN. 


| 


|| gentlemen may not be pJeased with combinations, 


Mr. SHERMAN. I now insist upon my de- 


mand for the previous question upon my motion 


| to go into the election of Printer. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I would suggest that the res- 
| olution be so modified as to make the reference to 
the Committee on Printing. [Cries of ** Too 
| late !”’ 

Mr. STANTON. I hope the House will not 
second the demand for the previous question. 
There are reasons why an election should not be 
gone into to-day. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of: Illinois. 
debate. 

Several Members from the Democratic benches. 
| Let us hear the reasons. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Debate is not 
in order. 

Mr. WINSLOW. I demand tellers on second- 
| ing the call for the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Ke.ioce, 
of Illinois, and WinsLow were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the call for the 

revious question was not seconded, the tellers 


I object to 


|| having reported—ayes, 74, noes 86. 


Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I hope gen- 
tlemen will let this thing pass over for the present. 
| I do not believe that any good can come from the 
discussion of the propriety of going into the elec- 
tion of Printernow. If my colleague insists upon 
his motion, I have a few words to say why, in 
| my judgment, this election ought not to be gone 
| into just at this moment. 

I say to my colleague that 
| all I desire is to complete the organization of the 
House. Ido notcare a fig who is elected Printer. 
Whosoever is elected, will bo watched by no man 
more narrowly than by myself. I want to elect 
a Printer, and, if necessary, a Chaplain, and to 
take up the President’s message, give it a respect- 
ful consideration, refer it to the eprrensat com- 
mittees, and then to go to work. *1 repeat, that I 
do not care who is elected Printer; but, because 





|| because gentlemen may not be provided for, or 


| 


_ because of anything else, I do not think that this 
House ought to delay the public business one 
moment. I believe men of all parties ought to 





| come up and vote for Public Printer. Let them 
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elect whoever they choose—I do wot care who. 
My political friends have put their candidate in 


j 


vote for somebody else, and take their responsi- | 


bility before the country. 
to the business of the session. I again demand 
the previous question. 

Mr. STANTON. [I presume that I am entitled 
to the floor. I have called on my colleague to 
withdraw his motion that we go to the election of 
Public Printer, and in response he moves the pre- 
vious question. I supposed I still retained the 
floor. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 


If I have been speaking in 


TH 


Let uselect some one, || 
and then in the name of Heaven we ought to go || 


and hand over the public printing to another, and 


|| take the profits as the spoils of party victory. I 
nomination. Ifthey cannot support him, let them 


am in favor of no such thing. I am opposed to 
the election of Public Printer with such a pros- 
pect before us. Sir, I hold that, if the Republican 
party expects to command the confidence and sup- 
port of the country, and especially of the people 
of the free States, it has got to exhibit its determ- 


| ination to abstain from the use of these corrupt- 


my —— ’s time, and he now claims the floor, | 


of course I cannot object. 

Mr. STANTON. ifthe failure to elect a Printer 
now delayed the public business; if it prevented 
any legitimate and necessary action of this House, 
I would be prepared to go into it at any moment, 
and if any gentleman will indicate to me any act 
of legislation upon which the House cannot now 
proceed, in advance of the election of Printer, as 
well as afterwards, I will be obliged to him. I 
undertake to say, sir, that delay in the election of 
Public Printer docs not delay the legitimate busi- 
ness of the House for a single moment. It will 


ing appliances, and this plunder of the Treasury, 
for mere pe purposes. I will have none of it, 
so far as | am concerned. 

Mr. Speaker, Lam appealed to as a Republican, 
as a party man, and told that a nomination has 


| been made, and that it is obligatory upon me as 
| & party man to sustain that nomination. I recog- 
nize the force of that appeal, and all I have further 


to say Is, that it comes with rather an ill grace 
from this quarter. I remember that in 1856a 


|| Republican caucus nominated a gentleman from 


not do, therefore, to undertake to force the elec- | 


tion of Public Printer at this time upon any alle- 
gation thatitinterferes with the legitimate business 
of the House. 

Mr. Speaker, [ am opposed to proceeding to the 
election of a Public Printer now; first, for this 
reason: It is matter of public notoriety, that the 
pay for public printing affords a profit ranging 
from twenty-five to one hundred thousand dollars, 
and even two and three hundred thousand dollars 
per annum. It is a grand corruption fund to be 
used for party purposes. And, sir, however much 
gentlemen of the other side, or the Administration 
party, may choose to stain their hands with en- 
terprises of this sort, I desire to wash mine of 
them entirely. My deliberate judgment is that it 
is the duty of this House, saihet the Republican 
party that is responsible for its legislation, before 
they elect a Public Printer, before they bind them- 
selves to give a man a legal right to claim the con- 
tract prices, to go to work and pass a resolution 
such as has been offered this morning, or a law 
such as that resolution contemplates, fixing prices 
at a rate which will afford no such spoils. When 
you have elected a Public Printer, he enters upon 
the discharge of his duties with the rate of com- 
pensation fixed, and he has a legal right to the 
contract prices, and any modification of the law 
which you may make of those prices cannot oper- 
ate pending his term of two years. A gentleman 
near me says it will. Let us put off the election, 
and we can settle that question definitively. 

Mr. SHERMAN. | can relieve my colleague 
from all difficulty on thatscore. Atthe beginning 
of the last Congress a proviso was attached toa 
resolution to proceed to the election of a Public 
Printer to the effect that the election of a Public 
Printer should not prevent Congress from reducing 
the rates and sao. wah the mode and manner of 
conducting the public printing. 
that proviso to my motion. 

Mr. STANTON. I should like to see that 
proviso. 

Mr. PHELPS. Let it be put down in writing. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I have sent for it. 

Mr. STANTON. I have another word to say. 
At the opening of the last Congress, a gentleman 
was elected Printer to this House who was nota 
resident of this city, and who had not the facil- 
ities here for doing the public printing himself— 


I will now add 


a gentleman who had to rely upon making a con- || 


tract for the sale and barter of the work to some- 
body who could, then to pocket the profits, go 
about his business, and use his large gains for 
party purposes. I have, sir, talked a good deal 
about that upon the stump, and have attributed it 
as one of the instances of the political corruption of 
this Administration which the Republican party 
called upon the country to condemn. I am not 
prepared to place myself in a position of having 
that thing rolled back upon me when I go upon 
the stump during the coming summer. I am not 
prepared. therefore, to go into the election of a 

rinter who is nota resident of this city, and who, 
from necessity, will be compelled to do precisely 
what the Public Printer did at the last Congress, 


Ohio for Printer, and I remember that the Indiana 


| delegation, upon the two last ballots, und of 


course upon the conclusive ballot, including my 


| friend before me, [Mr. Cotrax,] voted for Mr. 
| Defrees, of Indiana, for Public Printer, against 


| that nominee. 


I have the record here, if gentle- 
men doubt the fact, and can turn to it. Almost 
the entire delegation from Indiana voted against 
our nominee onthat occasion. Therefore, what- 
ever obligation rests upon me as a party man, it 
does not lie in the mouths of these gentlemen and 
of this candidate to arraign me for a departure 


from party discipline. 


I am in favor, Mr. Speaker, of electing for Pub- 
lic Printer some man who is a printer by trade, 


| or a publisher by occupation. If we wanted car- 


penter work done, | would hire a carpenter here, 
and not import one from abroad. Being printing 
that we want done, | would hire a printer, and 
yay him what his work is worth—a printer who 
oa the material here, and is provided with all the 
means of doing the work. would let him have 
it with whatever of profit he could secure. If the 
profit be great, itmay make him wich; and if small, 
it would not. But I will never recognize the prin- 
ciple while I have a seat upon this floor—and I 
do not expect to hold it long—of bringing from 
a distant part of the Confederacy a candidate for 
Public Printer, putting him in nomination, and 
electing him, with the distinct knowledge that the 
printing is to be farmed out, and the profit.to be 
used for political purposes. 

Now, for the reason that I know that the gen- 
tleman who is to be nomjnated—a high-minded, 
honorable gentleman, I admit, and against whom 
I have nothing to say, having known him for a 
long time—is not a resident of the city of Wash- 
ington, and has no means, under his own control, 
of doing the printing, and that he will be compelled | 


| to employ mechanics here to do the work, I be- 


lieve that the time has not yet come for entering 


| into this election. 


There is another thing. I have a curiosity to 
see the standing committees in this House before 


| this election is gone mto—a very decided curi- 


osity. [ am very anxious to know how they are 
to be constituted, and I see no reason why they 
should not be announced in advance of this elec#* 
tion. I hope my friend from Ohio will consent to 
postpone it, and let us see and consider where this 
thing is to end. 


Mr. COLFAX. 


No person could have been 


| more surprised than myselfat the uncalled-for and 


unprovoked attack made upon me by the gentle- 
man from Ohio. Nothing that I have done to that 
gentleman, in my personal or political associations 
with him, either in caucus, conference, or else- 
where, will justify him in the attack he has made 
upon me. 

But, as he has seen fit to bring before this House 


| an arraignment of what I have heretofore done, as 


| again recorded for Mr. Follett. 


a justification, I suppose, of what he intends to do, 
I wish to lay the facts before this House, that they 
may see whether there is the slightest foundation 
for the charge the gentleman from Ohio has made 
against me. In the Thirty-Fourth Congress, Mr. 
Follett, of Columbus, Ohio, was nominated by 
the Republican caucus for Public Printer of that 
Congress. I turn to the record of the first ballot 
for Printer for that Congress in the Congressional 
Globe, which I hold in my hand, and I find my 
name is recorded for Mr. Pollet. I turn to the | 
record of the second vote, and I find my name 
I turn to the | 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


record of the third vote, and I find my name again 
recorded for Mr. Follett. No one having been 
elected on those ballots; the election was then 
postponed. I come now, ona subsequent day, to 
the fourth ballot for Public Printer, where Mr, 
Follett’s vote ran down to sixty-eight, nearly one 
hundred being necessary to elect, and again my 
name is found recorded for him. On the fifth bal- 
lot, P'find my name again recorded for him. 

No election being yet effected, the subject was 
still further postponed until the next day. On 
examining the record of that day, I find my name 
again recorded in his behalf. 

Mr. Defrees, of Indiana, who was not here at 
the time atall, had peremptorily declined to allow 
his name to be used for Public Printer; but a num- 
ber of gentlemen outside of the Republican party 
had seen fit to cast their votes for him. When it 
became evident, after three days’ effort, that it 
was absolutely impossible to achieve the election 
of Mr. Follett, | coneede that I did, upon the last 
ballot, in the hope of defeating the election of the 
Democratic nominee for Printer, and securing the 
election ofa Republican, cast my vote for Mr, De- 
frees. This vote was given after it had been 
proved to be a moral and political impossibility to 
elect Mr. Follet, his vote declining steadily instead 
of gaining; and after I had exhausted every exer- 
tion to induce those who were not voting for him 
to come over to his support. 

Sir, if I did wrong there, which I think no one 
on this statement of facts from the official record 
will charge, it was done for the sake of the party 
with which I was associated. I stood by the nom- 
inee as long as there was any hope of achieving 
success for him; but when Mr. Follett’s own par- 
ticular friends informed me that there was no 
hopes of his election, and that Mr. Defrees might 
possibly be elected, if the Repubhcan votes cast 
tor Mr. Follett could be concentrated on him, in 
addition to the non-Republican votes he had re- 
ceived, I cast my vote for him. The effort, how 
ever, failed, and a Democratic Printer was elected. 

Sir, I think I have shown conclusively, by the 
record, by the history of the transaction, as re- 
corded upon the Journals of this body, that the 
charge of the gentleman from Ohio is an ungra- 
cious and an unfounded one. Now, I desire to 
ask the gentleman from Ohio whether the candi- 
date of his choice has any printing establishment 
here; whether his paper is not printed by another 
firm? and—I desire to say nothing of w hat trans- 
pired in caucus—whether, if his favorite candi- 
date had been nominated, he would have risen on 
this floor and made the speech he has made here 
to-day ? 

Mr. STANTON. I will say to the gentleman 
from Indiana, that the candidate I voted for in 
caucus had made arrangements for the purchase 
of an establishment in this city, for doing the 
public printing; that he intend to do the print- 
ing himself, upon his own account and upon his 
own responsibility. 

Mr.COLFAX. Then the gentleman for whom 
my friend voted owned no establishment what- 
ever. 

Mr. STANTON. But, I say, he had made 
arrangements for the purchase of an establish- 
ment with which to do the work himself, and upon 
his own responsibility. 

Mr. COLFAX. I have nothing to say of com- 
binations which the gentleman seems to think 
have been or are to be made; nor have | anything 
to say as to how the printing will be effected. | 
do net know whether the gentleman’s favorite 
candidate, whose nomination he failed to effect, 
is even a practical printer or not; but as he talks 
about electing a practical printer to the House, I 
will say to him, that I know that Mr. Defrees 
has beer a practical printer for thirty years, and 
that he is as well qualified to superintend the ex- 
ecution of the printing of this House as any printer 
that lives upon this continent. 

[ have only one word further te say. I regret- 
ted deeply to hear the unfounded insinuation of 
the gentleman from Ohio of corruption in his own 
party;-and when he goes upon the stump next 
fall, as he says he intends to do, I tell him that 
the worst thing he will have to m ‘et will be the 
very speech he has made this day, in which he 
has impeached, indirectly at least, the integrity of 
his own political associates. I would be the last 
man upon this floor, or elsewhere, to make such 
a charge without I had the facts to prove it. Mr. 
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Defrees is an honorable, a high-minded, and a || J. Crawford of Georgia, and Elbridge G. Spauld- 


trustworthy man; a fact which the gentleman 
from Ohio himself felt compelled to concede. No 
man has cast any aspersion upon his character 
for truth, honesty, or ntegrity; and I regret, after 
the gentleman happened to prove unsuccessful in 
caucus, that he has seen fit to make the speech he 
has made to-day. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to modify my mo- 
tion, and adopt the phraseology which was used 
at the commencement of the last Congress, in 
reference to the same matter. And while I am 
up, I desire to say that lam not for Defrees, or 
for anybody in particular, but that I am for a 
Public Printer. I send my resolutions to the 
Clerk, and call the previous question’ upon them. 

The resolutions, as modified, were read, as fol- 
lows: 

Resolved, That the House now procecd to the election 
of a Printer for the House of Representatives during the 
Thirty-Sixth Congress, with the proviso that the House 
retain the right in Congress to modity the existing law on 
the subject of public printing as it may see proper, the 
Printer who may be elected under this resolution receiving 
said appointment or election with and upon the condition 
above set forth. 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed by the 
Speaker, to examine into the laws in relation to the print- 
ing tor the House of Representatives, the precise price paid 
therefor, and the duties of the Public Printer; whose duty 
it shall be to report thereon with the least practicable de 
lay, together with such change or improvement therein as 
they may deem advisable. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I desire the attention of the 
gentleman from Ohio a moment. 1 believe I in- 
troduced that — last Congress; but upon 
hearing it rea 
not be quite as specific as the gentleman from 
Ohio or myself might desire. The resolution 
docs not refer to prices. It speaks of a modifica- 
tion of the law. Ido not know whether that will 
cover all the ground the gentleman desires. If 


now, it seems to me that it may | 


the gentleman thinks it would, I have no objec- | 


uion. 

Mr.GROW. The special committee last Con- 
gress so understood it. 
| Mr. SHERMAN. 
you make the proviso. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I should like to know 
whether the proviso embraces the appointment 
of a special committee on the subject? 

A Memerr. It does. 

The SPEAKER ordered tellers; and appointed 
Messrs. McPuerson and Woopson. 


I do not care how broad 


The House divided; and the tellers reported— | 


ayes 72, noes 83. 


So the previous question did not receive a | 


second. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [I sce that there is a desire 
apon the part of the House to postpone this sub- 
ject; and I certainly will not resist the will of the 

louse. 
be postponed until Monday next. 
** Avrecd!’’ **No!”’ 

Mr. SHERMAN called for the yeas and nays 
upon the motion. ? : 

The SPEAKER ordered tellers upon the yeas 


[Cries of 


I move, therefore, that the resolution |! pre ; ; ae 
: ; | burn of Wisconsin, Clark B. Cochrane of New || 


| York, William T. Avery of Tennessee, William 


THE 


j 


| 
ing of New York. | 
On Claims—Mason W. Tappan of New Hamp- } 
shire, Charles B. Hoard of New York,-John r 
McClernand of Illinois, Alfred Ely of New York, |! 
Sydenham Moore of Alabama, E. P. Walton of | 


¥ y } 
| Vermont, Horace Maynard of Tennessee, James | 


T. Hale of Pennsylvania, and John Hutchins of | 
Ohio. 
On Commerce—Ellihu B. Washburne of IIli- 


| nois, Edward Wade of Ohio, John Cochrane of | 


| Missouri. 


| liam C. Anderson of Kentucky. 


| vania, John A. 


| York, Christopher Robinson of Rhode Island, and || 


| of Pennsylvania, David Clopton of Alabama, and 


New York, Thomas D. Eliot of Massachusetts, | 
William N. H. Smith of North Carolina, James | 
K. Moorhead, of Pennsylvania, Lucius Q. C. | 
Lamar of Mississippi, John T.-Nixon of New 
Jersey, and Sherrard Clemens of Virginia. 

On Public Lands—Eli Thayer of Massachusetts, | 
Owen Lovejoy of Illinois, Williamson R. W. | 
Cobb of Alabama, John Covode of Pennsylvania, 


| John G. Davis of Indiana, Carey A. Trimble of 


Ohio, William Vandever of Iowa, William Win- || 


dom of Minnesota, and J. Richard Barrett of 


On the Post Office and Post Roads—Schuyler 
Colfax of Indiana, John Woodruffof Connecticut, 


Kentucky, John B. Alley of Massachusetts, Reu- | 
ben Davis of Mississippi, James Craig of Missouri, 
William Helmick of Ohio, and M. Lindley Lee 
of New York. 

For the District of Columbia—Luther C. Carter 
of New York, David Kilgore of Indiana, Henry | 


| C. Burnett of Kentucky, Alexander H. Rice of | 


Massachusetts, Muscoe R. H. Garnett of Virginia, 
Roscoe Conkling of New York, Roger A. Pryor 
of Virginia, Sidney Edgerton of Ohio, and Wil- 


On the Judiciary—John Hickman of Pennsy]- 
Bingham of Ohio, George S. 
Houston of Alabama, Miles Taylor of Louisiana, | 
Thomas A. R. Nelson of Tennessee, William | 
Kellogg of Illinois, John H. Reynolds of New | 


Albert G. Porter of Indiana. 


On Revolutionary Clains—George Briggs of || 


New York, Orris 8. any of Connecticut, Sam- 


uel S. Cox of Ohio, Zebulon B. Vance of North || 


Carolina, James Jackson of Georgia, R. Holland 
Duell of New York, Daniel C. De Jarnette of | 
Virginia William S. Holman of Indiana, and 
Reuben E. Fenton of New York. 

On Public Expenditures—John B. Haskin of 
New York, George W. Palmer of New York, | 


i yD Edmun@son of Virginia, John W. Kil- 
P 


lingerof Pennsylvania, Daniel E.Somesof Maine, 


Thomas C. Hindman of Arkansas, John Wood 


| Philip B. Fouke of Illinois. 


On Private Land Claims—CadwaladerC. Wash- | 


|| S. Kenyon of New York, George S. Hawkins 


and nays; and appointed Messrs. Bivenam and | 


Noe. 


The House divided; and the tellers reported | 


three in the affirmative. 
So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 
Mr.SHERMAN called for tellers onthe motion. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. BriyeHam 
and Noe. were appointed. : 
The House vided and the tellers reported— 
yeas one hundred and three, noes not counted. 


i, John McQueen of South Carolina, Shelton F 
Leake of Virginia, Laban T. Moore of Kentucky, || 


So the motion was agreed to; and the subject 


was postponed until Monday next. 
STANDING COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER announced the following as 
the standing committees of the House for the 
pre Scht session: 

Committee of Elections—John A. Gilmer of 


North Carelina, Henry L. Dawes of Massachu- 
setts, James H. Cam 


of Florida, Andrew J. Hamilton of Texas, Thom- | 
as L. Anderson of Missouri, John E. Bouligny | 
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|| James M. Quarles of Tennessee, Thomas 
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On the Militia—Cydnor B. Tompkins of Ohio, 


William Irvine of New York, Albert G. Jenkins 


| of Virginia, Edwin H. Webster of Maryland, 


uffin 
of North Carolina, Alfred Wells of New York, 
Thomas C. Theaker of Ohio, and William E. 
Simms of Kentucky. 

On Naval.Affairs—Freeman H. Morse of Maine, 
Thomas 8S. Bocock of Virginia, Emory B. Pottle 
of New York, Warren Winslow of North Caro- 
lina, James Wilson of Indiana, Jabez L. M. 
Curry of Alabama, Charles B. Sedgwick of New 
York, J. Morrison Harris of Maryland, and John 
Schwartz of Pennsylvania. 

On Foreign Affairs—Thomas Corwin of Ohio, 
Anson Burlingame of Massachusetts, William 
Barksdale of Mississippi, Edward Joy Morris of 
Pennsylvania, Lawrence O’B. Branch of North 
Carolina, Homer E. Royce of Vermont, W. Por- 
cher Miles of South Carolina, Joshua Hill of 
Georgia, and James Humphrey of New York. 

On Territories—Galusha A. Grow of Pennsy]l- 
vania, John J. Perry of Maine, William Smith 
of Virginia, Daniel W. Gooch of Massachusetts, 


|| Henry Waldron of Michigan, John B. Clark of 
| William H. English of Indiana, Green Adams of || 


Missouri, Charles Case of Indiana, Clement L. 
Vallarcigham of Ohio, and James M. Ashley of 
Ohio. 

On Revolutionary Pensions—John F. Potter of 
Wisconsin, John P. Verree of Pennsylvania, 
Burton Craige of North Carolina, Garnett B. 
Adrain of New Jersey, Benjamin F. Junkin of 
Pennsylvania, John H. Reagan of Texas, Elijah 
Babbitt of Pennsylvania, Charles Delano of Mas- 
saclwusetts, and James M. Leach of North Caro- 
lina. 

On Invalid Pensions—Reuben E. Fenton of New 
York, Stephen C. Foster of Maine, Daniel E. 
Sickles of New York, Thomas B. Florence of 
Pennsylvania, William B. Stokes of Tennessce, 
Francis W. Kellogg of Michigan, Chapin Hall 
of Pennsylvania, Reese B. Brabson of Tennessee, 
and Charles D. Martin of Ohio. 

On Roads and Canals—Robert Mallory of Ken- 
tucky, Isaac N. Morris of Illinois, W. McKee 
Dunn of Indiana, Otho R. Singleton of Missis- 
sippi, Silas M. Burroughs of New York, John 
A.Gurley of Ohio, William Montgomery of Penn- 


| sylvania, Albert Rust of Arkansas, and Orris 8. 


Ferry of Connecticut. 

On Patents—William Millward of Pennsyl- 
vania, James A. Stewartof Maryland, Alfred A. 
Burnham of Connecticut, William E. Niblack of 
Indiana, and Augustus Frank of New York. 

On Public Buildings and Grownds—Charles R 


| Train of Massachusetts, Charles L. Beale of New 


of Louisiana, and Samuel S. Blair of Pennsyl- || 


vania. 
On Manufactures—Charles F. Adams of Mag; 
sachusetts,George W.Scranton of Pennsylvania, 


Ezra B. French of Maine, W. McKee Dunn of | 


| Indiana, Jeter R. Riggs of New Jersey, and 


| James B. McKean of New York. 1] 


York, 
' ley of Delaware, William Stewart of Pennsylva- |, 


ell of Pennsylvania, Wil- | 


lian W. Boyce of South Carolina, Gilman Mars- | 


ton of New Hampshire, John W. Stevenson of 
Kentucky, I.ucius J. Gartrell of Georgia, John 
L. N. Stratton of New Jersey, and Robert Mc- 
Knight of Pennsylvania. 


Of Ways and Means—John Sherman of Ohio, | 


H. Winter Davis of Maryland, John 8S. Phelps of || 


Missouri, Thaddeus Stevens of Pennsy!vania, 


@ Israel Washburn of Maine, John S. Millson of 


Virginia, Justin S Morrill of Vermont, Martin 


On Agriculture— Martin Butterfield of New 1 


ohn Carey of Ohio, Wiliam G. White- | 


nia, John V. Wright of Tennessee, Francis M. 


Bristow of Kentucky, Cyrus Aldrich of Minne- || 
| sota, John C. Burch of California, and Galusha | 


A. Grow of Pennsylvania. 
On Indian .Affairs—Emerson Etheridge of Ten- 
nessee, Silas M. Burroughs of New York, Samuel 


H. Woodson of Missouri, John F. Farnsworth | 


of Illinois, Horace F. Clark of New York, Charles 


‘| York, Lawrence M. Keitt of South Carolina, Ed- 


ward McPherson of Pennsylvania, and Samuel O. 


| Peyton of Kentucky. 


On Revisal and Unfinished Business—John A. 


| Logan of Illinois, John J. Jones of Georgia, Wil- 


liam Howard of Ohio, Elijah Babbitt of Pennsyl- 
vania, and Stephen C. Foster of Maine. 
On Accounts—F rancis E. Spinner of New York, 


Jacob M. Kunkelof Maryland, Harrison G. Blake 


\| of Ohio, James H. Graham of New York, and 
|, William Allen of Ohio. 


On Mileage—John D Ashmore of South Caro- 
lina, Charles H. Van Wyck of New York, Dwight 
Loomis of Connecticut, Thomas Hardeman of 
Georgia, and James C. Robinson of Illinois. 

On Engraving—Garnett B. Adrain of New Jer- 
sey, John ©ovode of Pennsylvania, and William 
B. Maclay of New York. 

On Expenditures in the State Department—James 
B. McKean of New York, Lansing Stout of Ore- 


|| gon, Thomas J. Barr of New York, Peter E. Love 


of Georgia, and Henry L. Dawes of Massachu- 
setts. 
On Expenditures in the Treasury Department— 


| Dwight Loomis of Connectictt, James M. Quarles 
| of Tennessee, Alfred Wells of New York, James 


L. Scott of California, DeWitt C. Leach of Mich- || 


igan, Thomas M. Edwards of New Hampshire, 

and Cyrus Aldrich of Minnesota. mei 
On Military Affairs—Benjamin Stanton of yk 

Samuel R. Curtis of lowa, Milledge L. Bonham 


of South Carolina, James Buffinton of Massa- || 


chusetts, Abraham B. Olin of New York, John 
J. McRae of Mississippi, George H. Pendleton 


| of Ohio, Henry C. Longnecker of Pennsylvania, | 


‘and Alexander R. Roteler of Virginia. 


H. Thomas of Tennessee, and Charles R. Train 
of Massachusetts. 

On Expenditures in the War Department—W il- 
liam Stewart of Pennsylvania, Charles H. Lar- 
rabee of Wisconsin, Cydnor B. Tompkins of 
Ohio, George B. Cooper of Michigan, and Jus- 
tin S. Morrill of Vermont 

On Expenditures in the Navy Department—Rob- 
ert Hatton of Tennessee, John W. H. Under- 


| wood of Georgia, Samuel S. Blair of a 
n 


vania, George 


- Hughes of Maryland, and Jo 


‘| Sherman of Ohio 
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1860. 
On Expenditures in the Post Office Department— 
George W. Palmer of New York, Elbert S. Mar- 
tin of Virginia, Laban T. Moore of Kentucky, 
Tohn M. Landrum of Louisiana, and Benjamin 
Stanton of Ohio. ee —- 
On Pee on the Public Buildings—Wiil- 


liam D. Brayton of Rhode Island, John W. Noell || 


of Missouri, E. P. Walton of Vermont, John as 
Harris of Virginia, and Thomas A. R. Nelson of 
‘Tennessee. i | 

Joint Committee on the Library—John U. Pettit | 
of Indiana, Charles F. Adams of Massachusetts, | 
and James L. Pugh of Alabama. 

Joint Committee on Printing—John A. Gurley 
of Ohio, John B. Haskin of New York, and 
William Hi. Dimmick of Pennsylvania. 

Joint Committee on Enrolled Billsk—Thomas G. 
Davidson of Louisiana, and Thomas C. Theaker 
of Ohio. 


CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Mr. STEVENSON. I rise toa question of priv- 
ilege. I present to the House the memorial of 
James S. Christman, contesting the seat of Wiz- | 
1am C. Annerson, of the fourth congressional 
district of Kentucky. 
be referred to the Committee of Elections, and be | 
ordered to be printed. | 

It was so ordered. | 

' 


PRESIDENT S ANNUAL MESSAGE. } 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the President’s 
annual message be taken up and read. | 
The motion was agreed to. 

| 

| 


The Clerk thereupon proceeded to read the an- | 


I ask that the memorial | 


of a subject in which my State has less interest 
than any other State, except those as new as she 
is. There is not probably a revolutionary pen- 
sioner in Texas. I represent, in part, sir, a State 
having a population of six hundred thousand souls, 
having at stake interests of the utmost importance 
to them, while I have been placed upon a com- 
mittee perfectly useless to my State,and while my 
colleague has been placed upon the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, in the face of the fact that 
they have a totally different land system in Texas 
from that which prevails in the other States, and 
which has no connection with the land system of 
the United States; and hence his services on that 
committee will be utterly useless, so far as our 
constituents are concerned. 

It seems to me that there has been an utter disre- 
gard of the great interests of the State I have the 
honor in part to represent in the constitution of 
the committees of the House, by not placing either 
my colleague or myself upon some one of those 
committees which I have named; and in placing 
us upon committees where our services can be of 
no worth to our constituents. For these reasons 
I respectfully ask leave to be excused from serving 
on the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. ; 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Reacan 
was accordingly excused. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I wish to indorse what my 
colleague has just said, and to say that he does 
not feel the force of the facts to which he has re- 
ferred more deeply than myself. And I will add 


| this, without any reference personally to myself, 


..ual message, as heretofore published with the | 


proceedings of the House. 

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, the message 
was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHERMAN submitted a motion, that the 
usual number of extra copies of the message and | 
accompanying documents be printed; which, un- 
der the law, was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 


MEMBERS OF COMMITTEES EXCUSED. 
Mr. FARNSWORTH. I rise toa question of | 


privilege. I ask to be excused from serving on 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I wish to know | 
whether, if the gentleman is excused from serving 
on that committee, he will want to be placed on | 
another committee ? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will respond to 
the gentleman by saying that every committee 
is now full; and that unless some chiens takes 

lace, if the House excuses the gentleman from 
Hitinals, he cannot be placed upon any other com- 
mittee. 

The question was put, and Mr. Farnswortu 
was excused. 

Mr.REAGAN. I desire to ask to be excused 


from serving on the Committee on Revolutionary 


Pensions; and I wish to give the reasons why I || 


make this request. I have the honor to represent, 
in part, a State containing two hundred and thirty- 
eight thousand square miles of territory, having 
an Indian frontier of twelve hundred miles in ex- | 
tent, upon which there has been a continuous war 

for several years with the Indians, and where hos- | 


tilities are of almost perpetual occurrence, having || 


a Mexican frontier upon which difficultics are 
now anticipated and actually occurring. Our In- 
dian relationsare of an extensive and very trouble- 


some character; and if my colleague or myself || 


had been placed on the Military Committee or on 
the Committee on Indian Affairs, we could have 
been of some service to our constituents. We 
also have « Gulf coast of a thousand miles in ex- 
teat, which has been long neglected, and where 
less has been done by the Government than for 
any other equal extent of coast in the Union, de- 
manding important works of improvement, which 
would have enabled either of us to be of some 
service to our constituents upon the Committee 
on Commerce. We have also a mail service 
which, on account of our extensive territory, is 
not exceeded in extent and importance by that of 
any State in the Union; and either of us could 
have been of some service on the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

But, instead of being placed upon any of these 
committees, I find myself placed upon the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions, Satine charge 


| Texas. 


that it ought to have been known to the Speaker 
of the House, if it was not, that there are no pub- 
lic lands in our State with which this Government 
has anything to do; that there are no land claims 
there that cannot be taken care of by the State of 
She owned the soil before she. came into 
the Union; she owns it now, and there are no 
claims respecting it that can come up here for ad- 
justment. I ask this House to excuse me from 
serving on the committee of which I have been 
appointed a member, and I trust that the request 
will be granted. I would do the same for any 
gentleman on either side of the Chamber under 
similar circumstances. I askto be excused from 
serving upon the Committee on Private Land 


| Claims. 


+ The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Hamitton 
was accordingly excused. 
CONTESTED ELECTION. 
Mr. HUGHES presented the memorial of Wil- 
liam H. Harrison, of the city of Baltimore, con- 
testing the seat of H. Winter Davis; which was 


| referred to the Committee of Elections, and or- 


| dered to be printed. 


* 


WITHDRAWAL OF A PAPER. 
Mr. CAMPBELL asked leave to withdraw the 


| papers in the case of Mrs. Bowman from the files 
| of the House. 


Mr. FLORENCE. 
them to the Senate or to one of the Departments, 
I make no objection. If itis to withdraw them 
altogether, however, I shall object, unless copies 
are left. 
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If the purpose is to refer 


Mr. CAMPBELL. The purpose is to refer 


them to the Senate. 
No objection being made, leave was granted. 
PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. SCOTT. I ask unanimous consent to 
offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That so much of the President’s message and 


be referred to a select committee of eleven, with power to 


| report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. GARNETT. I object. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Iask th 
of the House to introduce some bills for reference 
only. 
Mr. GROW. I object; let the States be called, 
and let us proceed regularly. : 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 


Mr. HUGHES. I ask unanimous consent to 
offer the following resolutions of inquiry. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing, by 
law, an additional Executive Department, to be called the 


| ** Department of Agriculture,”’ and that the said committee 


he authorized to report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. HOUSTON. ] object. 


1€ unanimous consent 


|| accompanying documents as relates to the Pacific railroad | 
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THE TOBACCO TRADE. 


The Clerk read Mr. Heeues’s second resolu- 
tion, as follows: 

Resolved, That a select committee of — members be ap- 
pointed by the Chair to inquire into the present condition 
of the tobacco trade of the United States with foreign coun- 
tries, and to report what legislation or negotiation, Il any, 
way be necessary to improve its condition. 

Mr. GARNETT. I object to any resolution 
being introduced unless itis in the regular order, 
I think we will promote the speedy dispatch of 
legislation by acting up to the rules, a objeet- 
ing to departures from them. Whenever { am 
in my seat, I will object, and call for the regular 
order of business; and I hope members will so 
understand me. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I suggest that members be 
called by States for bills and resolutions.” In that 
mode, all of us will have an equal chance. 

Mr. GROW. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I move that when the 
House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday 
next. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 suggest that 
the Senate may get through with the Post Office 
appropriation bill to-day, and that it may be our 
duty to be here to act upon their amendments, if 
any, to-morrow. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I withdraw the motion 
to adjourn over. I recognize the force of my col- 
league’s suggestion; and as the passage of the 
Post Office appropriation bill is important, I trust 
that we will meet to-morrow, in order to act upon 
any amendments the Senate may send us. 

Mr. Grow’s motion was adopted; and there- 
upon (at twenty-five minutes to three o'clock, p. 
/m.) the House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivar, February 10, 1860. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. J. L. Exuror. 

vn . 

Lhe Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 


Prayer 


VACANCIES IN COMMITTEES FILLED. 


The SPEAKER filled vacancies in the stand- 
ing committees, as follows: Committee on Indian 
Atfairs—Mr. Reacan, of Texas. Conimittee on 

| Revolutionary Pensions—Mr. Tuomas, of Ten- 
nessee. Committee on Private Land Claims— 
Mr. Hrnpoman, of Arkansas. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 


lowing executive communications; which were 
disposed of as indicated below: 

K message from the President of the United 
States, under date of February 6, 1860, transmit- 
ting a copy of a letter of the 22d of April last, 
from the chargé d’affaires ad interim of the United 
States in China, and of the regulations for con- 
sular courts which accompanied it, for such re- 
vision thereof as Congress may deem expedient, 
pursuant to the eighth section of the act approved 
August 11, 1848. Referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

| A communication from the Secretary of State, 

| transmitting the names, &c., of the persons em- 
ployed by the State Department. Laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

A communication from the Secretary of State, 

| transmitting an abstract of returns for registered 
American seamen. Laid upon the table, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

A communication from the Secretary of State rel- 
ative to the annual report from the State Depart- 
ment on foreign commerce for 1859. Laid upon 
the table, and ordered te be printed. 

A communication from the Secretary of State, 
showing the disbursements of the contingent fund 
of the Department, balances, contingent expenses 
of foreign intercourse,&c. Laid upon the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A communication from the Secretary of the In- 
terior, transmitting a statement of balances, ap- 
propriations, transfers, repayments, accounts car- 

| ried to the surplus fund, &c., prepared by the 
Second Comptroller, in accordance with the act 
of May 1, 1820, for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1859. Laid upon the table, and ordered to be 


4 


|| printed, 


A communication from the Secretary of the 
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of the Treasury, with statements prepared in his 


office exhibitin 


Treasury, transmitting a letter from the 


the United States for the fiscal year ending Jun 
30,1859. Laid upon the table,and ordered to be 
print d. 

A communication from the Seere tary of the 
Treasury transmitting a statement of the Comp- 
troller of the ‘Treasury of the balances due the 
United States, which have remained uncollected 
than one year. Laid upon the table, 


‘ 


for more 
and ordered to be printed, 

The annual report of the Secretary of the 
Treaasury on the state of the finances. Referred 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, and or- 
dered to be printed. . 

Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not see the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means in his seat; 
and I suggest, therefore, that it has been usual to 
order the printing of extra copies of the re port 
on the finances. 

Mr. GROW. Make the motion, and let it zo 
to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move, then, that the usual 
number of copies of that re port be ordered to be 
printed, 

The SPEAKER. That motion, under the 
rules, will be referred to the Committee on Print- 
in’. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the 
following executive communications; which were 
lisposed of as indicated below: 

A communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting a list of the number and 
the names of persons employed tn the coast sur- 
vey during the year ending the 30th of June, 1859, 
with the amount of their compensation, &c., as 
required by act of 3d of March, 1853. Laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed 

A communication from the Secretary of the 
Treasury transmitting a statement of the Second 
Auditor, of the persons charged with disburse- 
ments of money, goods, &c., for the benefit of the 
Indians. Laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed, 

A communication from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, transmitting the report of the Third Auditor 
on the Washington and Oregon Indian war debt 
claims, called for by resolution of the House of 
Representatives of February 8, 1859. Referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs, and ordered 
to be printed. . 

A communication from the Secretary of the In- 
terior, submitting the annual statement of contin- 
gent expenses of the Department for the fiscal 
vear ending June 30, 1859, as required by act of 
August 26, 1842. Laid upon the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

A communication from the Secretary of the In- 
terior, transmitting astatement showing the names 
of clerks and othes persons employed in that De- 
partment during the year 1854, the time each was 
employed, and the ‘amount paid them, in pur- 
suance of the act of 26th August, 1842. Laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

A communication from the Secretary of the In- 
terior, accompanying the transcript of the nine- 
teen private land claims in New Mexico. Referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims, and 
ordered to be printed, 

\ communication from: the Secretary of the 
Treasury, transmitting the accounts of the Trea- 
sury of the United States. Laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A communication from the Secretary of the 
Navy, transmitting a statement of the expendi- 
ture of the contingent fund of the Navy Depart- 
ment for the year 1859. 
ordered to be printed. 

A communication from the Secretary of the 
Navy, transmitting a statement showing the num- 
ver of clerks and other persons employed by the 
Navy Department. Laid on the table, and or- 
dered to be printed, 

A communication from the Secretary of the 
Navy, transmitting the annual list of clerks and 
other persons employed in the Navy I epartment. 
Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

A communication from the Commissioner of 
Patents, transmitting the annual report of the 
Commissioner of Patents on the mechanical oper- 
ations of that Department. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is that report in the hands 
of the Speaker ? 


the receipts and expenditures of 


Laid on the table, and | 


THE 


The SPEAKER. Itis. 

The communication was laid on the table, and 
ordered to he printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of the Senate 
and the Clerk of the House of Representatives, 
stating the progress made by them in the compi- 
lation of the American State Papers; which was 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
copy of the constitution adopted by the conven- 
tion to form a State constitution for the Territory 
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of Kansas; which was referred to the Committee | 


on Territories, and ordered to be printed 


JOINT RESOLUTIONS OF LEGISLATURE OF IOWA. 


Mr.CURTIS. I wish to present the joint res- 
olutions of the State of lowa for the relief of James 
B. Thomas and family; and ask that they be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I call for the reg- 
ular order of business. 

Mr. CURTIS. I have the floor. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman will hand 


February 10, 


The SPEAKER. Objection is made, and the 
Speaker will call the States for resolutions. 

Mr. CURTIS. [also give notice that to-mor- 
row, or some subsequent day, I will introduce a 
bill to authorize a diversion of the lands granted 
for the improvement of the Des Moines river, to 
the construction of a railroad. 

The SPEAKER. Resolutions from the State 
of Maine are in order. 

Mr. CURTIS. I understand I have the floor, 
but will now yield it for the call of the States. 

The Clerk then proceeded to call the States for 
resolutions, commencing with the State of Maine. 


AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE. 
Mr. MORSE offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to communicate to this House copies of all com- 
munications which have been received from the British 
Government, or from aay officer thereof, on the subject of 
the African slave trade, since the 28th day of February, 
1858, and copies of all correspendence which has taken 
place between said Government and the Government of the 


, United States on the subject of said trade. 


his resolutions to the Clerk, he will accomplish | 


What be desires. 

Mr. CURTIS. There can be no objection to 
the presentation in this way of the resolutions of 
a State. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I call for the regular 
order of business, which is the call of the States 
fer resolutions, &c. 


Mr. CURTIS. I have the floor, unless the 


gentleman wishes to object; and the gentleman || 


from Indiana cannot interpose to make his motion. 
Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman from lowa 
will allow the course to be taken indicated by the 


, gentleman from Indiana, each State will be reached 


presently. 
Mr. CURTIS. I desire to give notice 
Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. Will the gentleman 





| yield to me a moment? 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I am upon the floor 
upon a question of order. 

Mr. CRAIG, of Missouri. If the gentleman 
from Indiana will permit me, I will ask to have 
my resolution read for information. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
this irregular way of doing business. e 

Mr. GROW. The resolution will accomplish 


' the object the gentleman from Indiana desires. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
read . 

The resolution was read, as follows: 

Resolved, Thaton Monday next, at one o’clock, the Clerk 


shall call the States and Territories, commencing, with the | 


State of Maine, and, upon such cail, members may intro- 
duce bills and resolutions, of which previous notice has 
been given, for reference only, and without debate. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


to-day. 


Mr. CURTIS. I will give way for that in a | 


few moments. 


Mr. GROW. 
business in order under the rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
House, that if there are no reports from, commit- 
tees, the States will be called for the introduction 
of resolutions and bills, that being the regular or- 
der of business. Then the gentleman from Iowa 
will have an opportunity to present his resolution. 

Mr. CURTIS. I wish to give notice that, to- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, I will introduce 
a bill for retiring superannuated officers of the 


| Army of the United States. 


| te the regular order of business, which is the call | 


Mr. HOUSTON. 
under the rules. 


Mr. CURTIS. 


That notice can be given 


the rules. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I prefer that we shall adhere 


of the States for resolutions. Notices of the intro- 


duction of bills may be made under the rules with- | 


out consuming the time of the House. _ 
Mr. CURTIS. I shall consume as little time 


as any member who represents upon this flooras | 


'many people as I do. 


Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman represents 
so many constituents, I am satisfied he must see 
the necessity of observing the rules of order, 

Mr. CURTIS. Iam in order. I wish to give 


nouce-- 


Then I will have it | 


The call of States is the first | 


I am aware of that, but elect | 
to take this mode, which is also consistent with | 


Mr. HOUSTON. Allresolutions calling upon 
the President for information must necessarily lie 
over one day. 

Mr. GROW. Not unless objection is made. 

Mr. HOUSTON  Iobject. I require the rule 
to be enforced. 

PAY OF PURSERS. 


Mr. MORSE introduced a bill to modify the 
sea-service pay of pursers in the Navy; which 
was read a heat and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


THE COOLY TRADE. 


Mr. MORSE introduced the following resolu- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of prohibiting by law all 
American vessels from engaging in the cooly trade, or from 


transporting apprentices, so called, to the West Indies, or 
other parts of the world. 


CLERKS TO COMMITTEES. 
Mr. MORSE introduced the following resolu- 


|| tion: 


1 am objecting to | 


The call of States and Ter- | 


ritories for resolutions is the order of business | 


Resolved, That the several committees of the House that 
were authorized at the second session of the last Congress 
to employ clerks, with the addition of the Committee on 
Accounts, are hereby authorized to employ clerks during 
the sessions of the present Congress, at the rate of compen- 
sation of four dollars a day, during such sessions of Con- 
gress. 

Mr. GROW. [ask the gentleman from Maine 
to modify his resolution, so as to include the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. 
olution. 

Mr. MORSE. I will modify the resolution at 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, and include the Committee on Territories: 
and I now demand the previous question upon it 

Mr. WINSLOW. I rise to a question of or 
der. This is private bill day;and this resolution, 
not being in the nature of a private bill, is there- 
fore not in order. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Will not an objec- 
tion to that resolution prevent its reception? 

The SPEAKER. The Speaker thinks the res- 


I object to that res- 


'| olution is in order, and so decides. 


Mr. WINSLOW. I have submitted to the 
Chair, that this being private bill day, the reso- 
lution is not in order. 

Mr. MORSE. This is a private matter, I 


think. 

Several Memsers. Oh, no. 

The SPEAKER. The question is en second- 
ing the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. WINSLOW. My point of order takes 
precedence of the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
question of order. Does the gentleman take an 
appeal? 

r. BURNETT. I take an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair, as the gentleman from 
North Carolina declines to do so, because it is 
clearly not in order to offer this resolution at this 
time. The rule fixes this as private bill day. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I move to 
lay the appeal upon the table. 

Mr. FLORENCE. If gentlemen are determ- 
ined to insist upon this resolution at this time, I 
want a record upon it. I demand the yeas and 
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nays upon the motion tg lay the appeal on the 
table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman who 
offered that resolution will withdraw it. The ap- 
pointment of these clerks certainly is not neces- 
sary at this time. The committees have but just 
been appointed, and they have very little busi- 
ness to transact. They have not business enough 

= Ty 
to employ themselves, much less a clerk. When- 
ever it is necessary for any particular committee 
to employ a clerk, let them make application to 
the House. ieainiaes 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
not in order. ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. Certainly not; but I am ap- 
vealing to the gentleman from Maine to withdraw 
his resolution. I hope the committees will make 
their applications separately, whenever it is ne- 
cessary for them to employ clerks. 

Mr. MORSE. I think this is as good a time 
as any other to settle the question. We want to 
get the committees at work. The resolution only 
asks that the same committees shall be authorized 
to employ clerks which employed them at the last 
session. 

Mr. HOUSTON. ButI will say to the gentle- 
man that that is no criterion to goby. It may 
have been necessary for a committee to employ a 
clerk at the last session, when there may be no 
necessity for such committee to employ one at 
the present session? 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. PHELPS. I was notin at the time the 
resolution was offered. I desire to know whether 
it was objected to when offered ? 

A-Memsber. It was. 

Mr. PHELPS. What I desired to know was, 
whether it was introduced by unanimous consent? 

The SPEAKER. The resolution was intro- 
duced under a call of the States for resolutions. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Wasnueverne, of Illinois; and it was decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 103, nays 61; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adumsy-Green Adams, Ald 
rich, Alley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, 
Briggs, Bristow, Bufiinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Butter- 
field, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, John B. Clark, Cobb, 
John Cochrane, Colfax, James Craig, Curtis, HW. Winter 
Davis, John G. Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Ed- 
wards, Ely, Etheridge, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Prank, Gil- 
mer, Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Haskin, Hatton, Helmick, 
Hoard, Humphrey, Hutchins, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, 
William Kellogg, Kenyon, Kilgore, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, McKnight, Millson, 
Millward, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Morse, 
Nelson, Noell, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Reynolds, Christo- 
pher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Sedgwick, Sherman, 
Spaulding, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, Stokes, Stout, Strat- 
ton, Tappan, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, Van- 
dever, Van Wyck, Verree, Wade, Walton, Cadwalader C. 
Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, 
Wilson, Wood, and Woodruff—103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. Anderson, Avery, 
Barksdale, Barrett, Bonham, Bouligny, Boyce, Burch, Bur- 
nett, Clopton, Cooper, Cox, Curry, Davidson, Keuben 
Davis, De Jarnette, Edmundson, Farnsworth, Florence, 
Fouke, Gartrell, Hamilton, Hardeman, Hindman, Houston, 
Howard, Jackson, Jones, Keitt, Landrum, Larrabee, 
Leake, Logan, Charles D. Martin, Elbert 8. Martin, May- 
nard, McClernand, McQueen, McRae, Miles, Montgomery, 
Sydenham Moore, Niblack, Pendleton, Peyton, Pryor, 
Quarles, Reagan, James C. Robinson, Rust, Scott, Single- 
ton, William Smith, Taylor, ‘Thomas, Vallandigham, Vance, 
Webster, Whiteley, and Winslow—6l. 

So the appeal was laid on the table. 

During the call of the roll,~ 


Debate is 


Mr. FLORENCE said: The 29th rule provides || 


that [shouts of ‘‘ Order!’’] ‘* Friday and Saturday 
in every week shall be set apart for the consider- | 
ation of private bills and private business, in pref- | 
erence to any other, unless otherwise determined 
by a majority of the House.’? [Loud calls to or- 
der, and confusion.] I have read the rule, and 
now, sir 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Now read 
the rule about interrupting the call of the roll. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I have read the rule, and 
now I am going to vote. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. I call my colleague to order. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Recognizing this rule, and 
there having been no action of the House other- 
wise, [loud shouts of ** Order!”’ and ‘* Sit down!’’] 

I vote ** no.”’ 

Mr. HARRIS, of Virginia, when his name was 
called, stated that he had paired with Mr. Lone- 
NECKER until by mutual consent the pair should 
be dispensed with. 

Mr. BUFFINTON stated that Mr. Rice had 
paired with Mr. Craice, of North Carolina, until 
one week from next Tuesday i 
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Mr. CAMPBELL stated that Mr. Srewarrt, 
of Pennsylvania, had paired with Mr. Stewart, 
of Maryland, until ten days from yesterday. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. I voted under a mis- 
apprehension. I understand that the resolution 
was introduced, and the previous question de- 
manded, before any objeetion was made to it. | 
think the decision of the Chair was clearly right 
under these circumstances, and I vote “ ay.”’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. Objection was made as soon 
as the resolution was introduced. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. 
formation at the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. MILLSON. Before voting, I wish to in- 
quire if the call of States was ordered by unani- 
mous consent? 

The SPEAKER. That was the understand- 
ing of the Chair, and he places his decision upon 
that ground. 

Mr. MILLSON. 


I received my in- 


If that was the general un- 


derstanding of the House, I think the Chair is | 


right. 

The SPEAKER. If the objection had been 
raised in time, the Chair would have decided 
otherwise. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana. That was clearly my 
understanding. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Iam perfectly willing to 
accord to the Chair the force of that statement; 
and if the Chair had made it at first, I would not 
have taken exception to his ruling. He did not 
then place his decision upon the ground that there 


was no objection to going to the consideration of 


general business on this day. However, still 
taking a conservative view of the case, I do not 
intend to change my vote . 

Mr. COBB stated that Mr. Asumore was con- 
fined to his room by severe sickness. 


Mr. GROW stated that Mr. Haut had paired | 


with Mr. Matiory. 


The result of the vote was then announced as | 


above recorded. 


The SPEAKER. The question now recurs 


on seconding the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. PETTIT. [rise to a question of order. 
I hold that the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. 
Morse,} having already offered to the House one 
or two bills, by that means has exhausted his 
privilege, and that it is not in order for him to 
press his resolution before the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair holds that it is 
now too late to raise that point of order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It cannot be too late. 

Mr. PETTIT. The gentleman from Maine 
demanded the previous question; the gentleman 
from North Carolina aie a point of order, which 
the Chair decided against, and from that decision 
an appeal was taken to the House. Of course, 
sir, pending that appeal, it was not competent for 
me togmake my point of order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. There was 
no exception taken whatever to the introduction 
of the resolution at the time. 

Mr. BURNETT. Permit 


gentleman. It was objected to by the gentleman 


from Virginia and by myself immediately it was || 


| offered. 


me to correct the | 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. But not upon | 


the ground stated by the gentleman from Indiana. 

Mr. BURNETT. Wecovered the whole ground 
that it was not in order to present the resolution, 
objection being made. 

he SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it is 
too late to make the point of order. Does the gen- 
tleman from Indiana take an appeal ? 

Mr. BURNETT. If the gentleman from Indi- 
| ana does not I do, although-I dislike very much 
| todoso. The decision of the Chair, in my judg- 
ment, is wrong, and | appeal from it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Lilinois. 
the eppeal be laid upon the table. 

Mr. BURNETT. On that motion I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 96, nays 63; as follows: 


I move that 


Y EAS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ald- 
rich, Alley, Babbitt, Beale, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Boyce, 
Brayton, Briggs, Bristow, Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, 
Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Carter, Case, Cobb, Colfax, 
Conkling, Covode, H.Winter Davis, John G. Davis, Dawes, 
Delano, Dimmick, Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edwards, Ely, 

| Etheridge, Fenton, Ferry, Foster, Frank, Gilmer, Gooch, 
| Grow. Gurley, J. Morrison Harris, Hatton, Helmick, Hill, 
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Hoard, Hughes, Humphrey, Hutchins, Junkin, Francis W. 
Keliogg,W illiam Keliogg, Kenyon, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, 
Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, McKnight, McPher- 
son, Millson, Millward, Moorhead, Morrill, Edward Joy 
Morris, Morse, Nelson, Palmer, Porter, Potter, Reynolds, 
Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Sedgwick, Sher 
man, Spinner, Stevens, Stokes, Stratton, Tappan, Tomp 
kins, Vandever, Van Wyck, Wade, Wa!ton, Cadwalader 
Cc. Washburn, Elliba B. Washburne, Israel Wastburn, 
Wells, Wilson, and Woodruff—96. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. Andersong Avery, 
Barrett, Bouligny, Burch, Burnett, John B. Clark, Clopton, 
John Cochrane, Cooper, Cox, James Craig, Curry, David 
son, Reuben Davis, De Jarnette, Edmundson, Farnsworth, 
Florence, Fouke, Garnett, Gartrell, Hamilton, Hardeman, 
Hindman, Houston, Howard, Jackson, Jones, Keitt, Kil 
gore, Landrum, Larrabee, Leake, Logan, Elbert S. Martin, 
Maynard, McClernand, McRae, Sydenham Moore, Niblack, 
Noell, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Quaries, Reagan, 
James C. Robinson, Rust, Scott, Singleton, William Smith, 
William N. H. Smith, Stevenson, Taylor, Thomas, Val 
landigham, Vance, Whiteley, Winslow, and Woodson—6. 

So the appeal was laid upon the table. 

Pending the above call, 

Mr. NIBLACK stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Homan, had paired with Mr. Tappan. 

POST OFFICE DEFICIBNCY BILL. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickins, they Secretary, notifying the 
House that that body has passed a bill (H.R. 
No. 1) making appropriations to defray the de- 
fictencies in the appropriations for the service of 
the Post Office Department for the fiscal year end- 
ing the 30th of June, 1859, and in part for the sup- 
port of the Post Office Department for the fiseal 
year ending the 30th of June, 1860, with sundry 
amendments, in which he was directed toask the 
concurrence of the House; and also notifying the 
House that that body had passed a bill (S. No 
146) authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue registers to the schooners Helen Blood and 
Sarah Bond, of Oswego, in the State of New 
York, in which he was also directed to ask the 
concurrence of the House. 

On motion of Mr. SHERMAN, by unanimous 
consent, the House informally took from the 
Speaker’s table the amendments of the Senate to 
the Post Office deficiency bill, and referred them 
to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The vote was then announced, as above re- 
e : 
orded, . 

CLERKS TO COMMITTEES—AGAIN. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Tunderstand that the decision 
of the Chair was sustained. 

The SPEAKER. It was; and the question now 
recurs on seconding the call for the previous ques- 
tion, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the resolution 
be laid upon the table, on the ground that there is 
now no necessity for the employment of clerks, 
if there ever is; and on that motion I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr.SPINNER. Idesire to make a single state- 
ment in answer to the remarks of the gentleman 
from Alabama. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


If the gentleman is allowed 


| to make a statement, I must be allowed to reply. 


Mr. SPINNER. What I desire to say is in 
rey to what the gentleman himself has said. 
‘he SPEAKER. If objection be made, debate 
is not in order. 
Mr. MORSE. I object to any further debate. 
Mr. HOUSTON. f object to debate, unless I 


' am allowed to say what I have to say. 


Mr. BURNETT. 


3efore the question Is taken 


| Tappeal to the gentleman from Maine to with- 


draw his demand for the previous question, so that 
I may move a proviso that no clerks shall be em- 
ployed except those authorized by iaw. If that 
proviso be attached to the resolution, I will vote 
for it; otherwise I will not. 

Mr. MORSE. I would yield to anything rea- 
sonable. My resolution authorizes those com- 
mittees which nad clerks at the last session of 
Congress to employ clerks during this Congress, 
besides authorizing the Committee of Accounts, 
and the Committee on the Territories to employ 
clerks, which committees had not clerks at the 
last session. I say it is important that we should 
have clerks for these committees. We have been 
engaged for nine weeks in organizing this House, 
and for that reason there is more necessity for this 
thing to be settled, and settled speedily, than ever 
before. We need these clerks. The law only 
authorizes two clerks. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois 
debate 


I object to 
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Mr. BURNETT. LI appeal to the gentleman 
from Maine to withdraw the demand for the pre- 
vious question, and permit me to offer my amend- 
ment. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I objected | 


to the gentleman from Maine debating the ques- || 


tion, and I, of course, must object to the gentle- 
man from Kentucky. 

Mr. BURNETT. It has been the practice to 
allow a member to ask for the withdrawal of the 
previous question, 

Mr. wASHBURNE, of Illinois. I understand 
that the gentleman from Maine refuses to with- 
draw his demand for the previous question. 

Mr. BURNETT. I agree that there are some 
committees which are entitled to clerks. 

Mr. MORSE. There are only two clerks au- 
thorized by law. If the clerks I ask for were 
necessary under a Democratic Speaker, they are 
necessary under the Speaker of this House. 

Mr. FLORENCE, I object to debate unless 
the previous question is withdrawn. 

Mr. BURNETT. The gentleman from Maine 
has not yet heard my suggestion. Under the gen- 
tleman’s resolution, clerks are authorized to be 
employed who will have nothing to do but to act 
AS private secretaries to the chairmen of these com- 
mittees. I can demonstrate that fact. 

Mr, GROW. I object to debate. 

On the call of Mr. Maynarp, the resolution was 
again read. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
asked for clerks? 

The SPEAKER. 
tion on the subject. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Whatcomunittees had 
clerks at the last session? 

Mr. FLORENCE. I object to debate, unless 
the call for the previous question is withdrawn. 

Mr. MORSE. I do not withdraw it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. SPINNER. It is due to the House that 
} should makea brief statement. The Committee 
of Accounts—— 

Mr. BURNETT. Gentlemen onthe other side 
have been making points of order upon me, yet 
L have no objection to hearing the gentleman, if the 
gentleman from Maipe will withdraw the demand 
for the previous question. I want to hear the 
gentleman, andl hope the previous question will 
not be insisted on. I hope the gentleman will 
allow several of us to be heard; but I object to the 
gentleman from New York proceeding unless the 
call for the previous question Is withdrawn. 

The question was then put; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 81, nays 89; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Thomas L. Anderson, Avery, 


Barksdale, Barrett, Bocock, Bonham, Bouligny, Boyce, 
Bristow, Burch, Burnett, Carey, Horace F. Clark, John B. 


Have these committees 


The Chair has no informa- 


Clark, Clopton, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cooper, Cox, Curry, | 


Davidson, John G. Davis, Reuben Davis, !*e Jarnette, Ed- 


mundson, Garnett, Gartrell, Hamilton, Hutton, Hawkins, | 
Hindman, Houston, Hughes, Jackson, Jones, Keitt, Fran- | 


cis W. Kellogg, Kilgore, Killinger, Landrum, Larrabee, 


Leake, Logan, Elbert 8. Martin, Maynard, McClernand, | 


McQueen, McRae, Miles, Millson, Laban T. Moore, Syd- 
enham Moore, Nelson, Niblack, Noell, Palmer, Pendleton, 
Peyton, Phelps, Pryor, Quarles, Reagan, James C. Robin- 
son, Rust, Scott, Singleton, William Smith, William N. 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. _ 


vious question for the purpose of modifying the 


resolution. I should say that the resolution was 
placed in my hands this morning, by the chairman 
of some other committee, and 

Mr. HOUSTON. Does the gentleman with- 
draw the previous question ? 





point of order. 


Mr. MORSE. I have.avithdrawn it; and I now || 


modify the last clause of the resolution, so that 
it shall read ‘* four dollars a day during the time 
actually employed.”’ i 
need the services of a clerk, they will not be em- 
ployed. I move the previous question upon the 
resolution, as modified. 


Mr. BURNETT. I ask the gentleman from 


If a commiitee does not | 


Maine to name the committees to whom he pro- | 


poses to give clerks, and let us vote upon a prop- 
osition naming each committee which he is will- 
ing should have aclerk. Withdraw your previous 
question, amend your resolution, and let us know 
each committee. 

Mr. MORSE. I suppose every member of this 
House can judge for himself. If they will look 
at the action of the House of Representatives at 
the first session of last Congress, they will find 
that a resolution was adopted on the 18th of De- 
cember, authorizing the employment of clerks by 
some six or eight committees at once. We want 


no more clerks than were then allowed. I decline | 


to withdraw the previous question. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 1 desire to make a sugges- 
tion to the gentleman from Maine, if he will allow 
me. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
debate. 

Mr. MAYNARD. It will be recollected that 
at the last session of Congress 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
debate while the demand for the previous question 
is pending. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I move that there 
be a call of the House. There is a very thin at- 
tendance upon this side. 


I object to 





I object to | 


February 10, 


Mr. MAYNARD. They are the Committees 


on Military Affairs, Efections, Foreign Affairs, 
Judiciary, Territories, Commerce 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 





I rise to a 
I object to this debate. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine 
does not withdraw the demand for the previous 
question, and debate is not in order. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I thought I had the per- 
mission of the gentleman from Maine. I under- 
stood him to consent tha: I should make the state- 
ment. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. No, sir. « 

Mr. MAYNARD—{continuing, amid cries of 
**Order!’’]|—Post Office and Post Roads, Naval 
Affairs, Public Lands, and Invalid Pensions. 
Gentlemen will recollect that great complaint was 
made during the last session of Congress that 
clerks were unduly employed; that they were 


| employed in instances where committees had 


nothing in the world for them to do, merely for 
the personal convenience of the members, in frank- 


| ing their documents and carrying on their corre- 


spondence, Still, the clerks were granted by the 
House upon the application of cach committee, 
through itschairman. The resolution of the gen- 
tleman from Maine [Mr. Morse] proposes, at a 
single dash, to continue the abuse; and to do it 


| without the excuse of an alleged necessity. Let 


us postpone our action until we hear from the 
committees themselves, and see which of them 
really need the services of a clerk. We can then 
act intelligently. 1 am utterly opposed to this 


| summary mode of creating offices. 


Mr. BURNETT. I demand the yeas and nays | 


upon that motion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I would inquire of the Chair, | 


if this subject is passed over, whether it will come 
up to-morrow as the first thing in order under the 
operation of the previous question? 

The SPEAKER. The previous question has 


| not been seconded. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I hope it will be seconded, 
and that the subject will then be allowed to go 


| over until to-morrow. 
The question was then put upon the motion | 


that there be a call of the House; and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 46, nays 112; as fol- 
lows: 


' 
YEAS—Messrs. Thomas L. Anderson, Bocock, Bon- 


| ham, Briggs, Burch, Burnett, Clemens, Clopton, Juhn || 
Cochrane, Curry, John G. Davis, Reuben Davis, De Jar- | 
nette, Garnett, Gartrell, Hatton, Hawkins, HoustonjJones, | 


Keitt, Landrum, Leake, Logan, Elbert 8S. Martin, May- 


nard, McQueen, McRae, Sydenham Moore, Niblack, | 


Noell, Peyton, Pryor, Quarles, Reagan, Rust, Singleton, 


|| William Smith, Stevenson, Stokes, Stout, Taylor, Thomas, 
| Vallandigham, Vance, Whiteley, and Winslow—46. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams,Green Adams, Ald- | 

| rich, Allen, Alley, Babbitt, Barksdale, Barrett, Beale, 


H. Smith, Stanton, Stevenson, Stokes, Stout, Taylor, | 


Thomas, Trimble, Vallandigham, Vance, Webster, Wins- 
low, and Woodson—81. 
NAYS—Messrs. Charles F. Adams, Green Adams, Ald- 


rich, Alley, Be ile, Bingham, Blair, Blake, Brayton, Briggs, | 


Buffinton, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, 


Carter, Case, Clemens, Colfax, Conkling, Corwin, Covode, | 


Curtis, H. Winter Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, || 
Edgerton, Edwards, Ely, Etheridge, Farnsworth, Fenton, | 


Ferry, Florence, Foster, Frank, Gilmer, Gooch, Grow, 


Gurley, Hale, J. Morrison Harris, Haskin, Helmick, Hilf, | 
Hoard, Hutchins, Junkin, William Kellogg, Kenyon, De- | 
Wit ©. Leach, Lee, Loomis, Lovejoy, Marston, McKean, || 


McKnight, McPherson, Millward, Moorhead, Morrill, Ed- 


ward Joy Morris, Morse, Pettit, Porter, Potter, Christopher | 


Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, Sedgwick, Sherman, Spauld- 


ing, Spinner, Stevens, Stratton, Tappan, ‘Tompkins, Train, | 


Vandever, Wade, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, 
Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Wilson, 
and Woodruff—29. 


So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

During the call, 

Mr. BINGHAM stated that Mr. Burrovens 
was paired off with Mr. Monraomery for theday. 


Mr. MORRILL. Understanding that the mover | 
of the resolution will so modify it as to limit the | 
pay to the actual number of days of service, I | 


change my vote, and vote ** no.”’ 
The result of the vote was then announced, as 
above recorded, 


Mr. MORSE. 


I will now withdraw the pre- | 


Bingham, Blair, Blake, Boyce, Brayton, Bristow, Buffinton, 
Burlingame, Burnham, Butterfield, Campbell, Carey, Case, 


John B. Clark, Cobb, Colfax, Conkling, Cooper, Corwin, | 


Covode, James Craig, Curtis, Davidson, Dawes, Delano, 
Duell, Dunn, Edgerton, Edmundson, Edwards, Ely, Ether- 


idge, Farnsworth, Fenton, Ferry, Florence, Foster, Frank, | 
Gooch, Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hardeman, J. Morrison Harris, | 


Haskin, Helmick, Hickman, Hoard, Howard, Hutchins, 
Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kenyon, 
Kilgore, Killinger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, Loomis, Love- 


joy, Mallory, Marston, Charles D. Martin, McClernand, | 


McKean, McKnight, McPherson, Millson, Millward, Moor- 
head, Morrill, Morse, Nelson, Palmer, Pendleton, Perry, 
Phelps, Reynolds, Christopher Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, 


| Scott, Sedgwick, Sherman, William N. H. Smith, Spauld- 


ing, Spinner, Stanton, Stratton, Tompkins, Train, Trim- 


ble, Vandever, Verree, Wade, Walton, Cadwalader C. | 


| Washburn, Eltiihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, 
| Wilson, Woodruff, and Woodson—112. 


So a call of the House was refused. 


The question recurred upon the demand for the 
previous question. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I would like to make a 


suggestion to the gentleman from Maine. I wish | 
he would withdraw the demand for the previous || 


question until J can state to the House what com- 
mittees will be covered by his resolution. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object to 


debate pending the demand for the previous ques- | 


tion. 


Mr. BURNETT. 
now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I call for tellers upon second- 
— previous question. 

ellers were ordered; and Messrs. McPuerson, 

and Davis of Indiana, were appointed. 

The House was divided; re the tellers reported 
—ayes 80, noes 30; no quorum voting. 

[Cries of ‘* Call the roll!’’] 

Mr. KEITT. I move that the House do now 


I move that the House do 


adjourn. 


ir. BURNETT. I move that when the House 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. PHELPS. I hope the gentleman from 
Kentucky will withdraw that motion, as we ought 
to act to-morrow upon the Post Office appropria- 
tion bill, which has been returned from the Senate 
with amendments. 

Mr. BURNETT. I have no desire to adjourn 
this House until Monday next; and if the gentle- 
man from Maine will withdraw his demand for 
the previous question, and permit us to amend the 


| resolution so as to name the committees who shall 


be entitled to clerks under it, I will withdraw all 
objection to a vote upon the subject. 


r.GROW. Ifa minority of this House do 


| not want the majority to do any business, let them 


| then, as I am opposed to this now. 


take the responsibility. 

Mr. COLFAX. I wish to say to the gentleman 
from Kentucky that the House, on the 18th day 
of December, 1857, adopted a resolution precisely 
like this. 

Mr. BURNETT. And I was opposed to that 
I withdraw 
the motion to adjourn over until Monday. 

Mr.SHERMAN. Ifthegentleman from South 
Carolina will withdraw the motion to adjourn, I 
will make a privileged motion—that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. KEITT. I will withdraw it for that pur- 

ose. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I then move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. That motion 
is not in order, pending the demand for the pre- 
vious question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
motion is in order. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Do I un- 
derstand the Chair to decide that a motion to 
suspend the rules is in order, pending the demand 
for the previous question upon another question? 
That certainly cannot be in order. 

The SPEAKER. It isin order before the pre- 
vious question is seconded; but not after it is 


| seconded. - 
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Tellers were ordered upon the motion of Mr. 








Suerman,and Messrs. Hickman and Jéun Cocn- | 


RANE were appointed. 


THE C 


t 
' 


it 


| 


The House was divided; and the tellers reported || onfise 
, American States, when they may be ina disturbed and rev 
| Olutionary character, be referred to the Committee on Naval | 


—ayes 90, noes 43. 
Mr.STANTON. I demand the yeasand nays. 
Mr. FLORENCE. I submitthis point of order, 
that on seconding the demand for the previous 
uestion upon the resolution offered by the gen- 
San from Maine, [Mr. ed it was ascer- 
tained, by a vote taken by tellers, that no quorum 
was present. No motion, therefore, under the 


rules, was in order, except a motion to adjourn | 


and for a call of the House. 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. SHerman,] therefore, 
in my judgment, was not in order; and the ques- 


The motion of the | 


tion recurs upon seconding the demand for the | 


previous question upon the resolution of the gen- 

tleman from Maine. I ask that the Chair shall— 

by tellers, if it chooses—ascertain if a quorum is 
resent. 








States ; to provision for the protection of our citizens on the 
transit routes of Panama, Nicaragua, and Tehuantepec ; and 
to provision forthe protection of American merchant vessels 
their crews and cargoes against violent and lawless seizure 
and confiscation in the ports of Mexico and the Spanish 


Affairs. 
6. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom 
panying documents as relates to the District of Columbia, 


| be referred to the Committee for the District of Columbia. 


7. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 


panying documents as relates to the Post Office Department, 


its Operation and condition, increased expenditures and cost | 
of transportation, be referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

8. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom 
panying documents as relates to the Territories of the 


| United States, and to the establishment of a territorial gov 


Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman makes a very || 


good point of order; but, unfortunately, it comes 
too late. The House has already ascertained, by 
a vote, that a quorum is present. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so decides. 

Mr. FLORENCE. But my point of order is, 
that the motion upon which the vote has been 
taken was not at the time itself in order. If we 
have made a mistake, let us go back and rectify 
it. I insist upon my point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that it has 
been ascertained that a quorum is present, and 
that the motion is in order. 

Mr. STANTON. 1 withdraw my call for the 

reas and nays. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I desire to 


know what becomes of the resolution of the gen- 


tleman from Maine, if the motion of the gen- | 


tleman from Ohio prevails ? 
the morning, or does it fail altogether ? 

The SPEAKER. The call for the yeas and 
nays having been withdrawn, the motion of the 
gentleman from Ohio is therefore agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House 
accordingly resolved itself into the Committee of 


Does it come up in |} 


the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Wasn- | 


BURNE, Of Illinois, in the chair.) 
PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL MESSAGE. 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the business 
before the committee was the consideration of the 
annual message of the President of the United 
States. 

Mr. SHERMAN submitted the following res- 
olutions: 


1. Resolved, That so muci of the annual message of the 
President of the United States to the two Houses of Con- 


ernment over Arizona, be referred to the Committee on 
Territories. 

9. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom 
panying documents as relates to the public domain, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

10. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 
panying documents as relates to our intercourse with the 
Indian tribes, be referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs. 

11. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 


| panying documents as relates to expenditures in connection 


with the State Department, be reterred to the Committee 
on Expenditures in the State Department. 

12. Resolved, ‘That so much of said message and accom- 
panying documents as relates te expenditures in connection 


| with the Treasury Department, be referred to the Commit 
| tee on Expenditures in the Treasury Department. 


13. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 
panying documents as relates to expenditures in connection 
with the War Department, be referred to the Committee 
on Expenditures in the War Department. 

14. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom 
panying documents as relates to expenditures in connection 


| with the Navy Department, be referred to the Committee 


on Expenditures in the Navy Department. 

15. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 
panying documents as relates to expenditures in connection 
with the Post Office Department, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Expenditures in the Post Office Department. 

16. Resolved. That so much of said message and accom- 
panying documents as relates to expendituresin connection | 
with the Department of the Interior, to the expenditures 
generally, and to a retrenchment of the same, be referred 
to the Committee on Public Expenditures. 

17. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 
panying documents as relates to the construction of a Pacific | 


| railroad be referred to a special committee, to consist of 


gress at the present session as relates toour foreignaffairs, | 
together with the accompanying correspondence in relation | 


thereto, and to the claims of our citizens against the Gov- 


ernments of Spain, Mexico, Costa Rica, and Nicaragua, | 


and to the injuries inflicted on the persons and property of 
our citizens by those Governments, and the manner of re- 
dress; to an appropriation for the ** Amistad” claimants ; 
to the acquisition of Cuba; to the difficulties with Great 


Britain arising out of the Clayton-Bulwertreaty ; and tothe | 
question arising out of the adverse claims of the parties to | 


the Island of San Juan, under the Oregon treaty of the 19th 
of June, 1846, be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 


2. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- | 


panying documents as relates to the finances; to the act 
making appropriations for the service of the Post Office De- 
partment forthe year 1860; to the deficiency in the rev- 
enues of the same for the year 1859; to the payment of 
interest on amounts found due to contractors for the trans- 
portation of the mails; to the receipts into the Treasury 
and public expenditures ; to the provision of additional rev- 
enue by an increase of the present duties on imports, be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

3. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 


panying documents as relates to the execution of the laws | 


of the United States against the African slave trade, and in 
reference to the passage of a law appointing some day pre- 
vious to the 4th of March, in each year of odd number, for 
the election of Representatives throughout all the States ; 
to the final settlement, by the Supreme Court of the United 
States, of the question of slavery in the Territories ; and to 
the power to enter Mexico with the military forces of the 
United States, in order to protect the citizens and treaty- 
rights of the United States, be referred to the Committce 
on the Judiciary. 

4. Resolved, Thatso much of said message and accom- 
anying documents as relates to the Army of the United 
tates, and to the establishment of one or more temporary 

military posts, across the Mexican line, in Sonora and Chi- 
nuahua, where they may be necessary to protect the lives 
and property of American and Mexican citizens against the 
incursions and depredations of the Indians, as well as the 


lawless rovers on that remote region, be referred to the \| there that I find the sources of the evils which | 


afflict us, the fountains of treasonable sentiment, || 


Committee on Military Affairs. 


5. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 


panying documents as relates to the Navy of the United 


fifteen members. 


Mr. FERRY obtained the floor. | 

Mr, DAVIS, of Mississippi. lL ask the gentle- 
man from Connecticut to yield for a motien that 
the committee rise. I presume it will be more | 
agreeable for him to go on to-morrow. 

Mr. FERRY. The gentleman will excuse me. 
I prefer to go on to-day. 

Mr. STANTON. I wish to know if it is the | 
general understanding that no business shall be 
transacted to-day? 

Mr. GROW. No, sir; I object to any such 


| understanding. 


POLITICAL ISSUES OF TILE DAY. 
Mr. FERRY. Mr. Chairman, in adopting the 


principles which govern my public conduct, Lam 
not aware that I am actuated by any desire to 
advance the interests of one section of the country 
beyond those of any other. I have sought always 
to advocate such measures, and such only, as, in 
my deliberate judgment, were calculated to pro- 
mote the welfare of the entire Confederacy. | 
have felt it to be my duty to act in political affairs 
not merely for the present, butTor the future also; | 
not only for the twenty-five millions of the present 
generation, but for the forty millions of the next; | 


| not only for the thirty-four States of to-day, but 


for the fifty sovereignties which some of us may 
live to see confederated under the Constitution of | 
the Republic; in a word, not to be a politician 
simply, but, in so far as I am able, to be a states- 
man. Itis with such motives that I have made 
my choice between the great political organiza- 


| tions which divide the public sentiment of the 
| country, and my only antagonismsare those which 
| necessarily arise when I find my cherished prin- 
| ciples assailed; schemes, which seem to me de- 


structive, pressed into legislative enactments; or 
measures, Which I deem beneficial, strenuously 
resisted. I have no controversy with the people 
of the South; I am heartily tired of the sectional 
watch-words which have so long resounded in 
our ears, and I shall not permit myself to be drawn 


| into a dispute upon local and geographical dis- 


tinctions. My controversy is with those who 
guide the action of the Democratic party; it is 


and the causes which have led the Government of | 
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this Republic into a well-nigh universal betrayal 
of the common rights of humanity. And when I 


| speak of the Democratic party, | mean the organ- 


ization which is now called by that name. There 
was a Democratic party once, sir, of a far differ- 
ent character, and which spoke with a widely 
different utterance. There was a Democratic party 
once, from whose platform all mention of the in- 
alienable rights of man was not erased, and to 
whose ears freedom had not become a hateful 
sound. That party is no more; I speak not of it; 
it is the living issues and the living organizations 
of the present which I choose to meet. 

For the first eight weeks of the session, the 
Democratic party in this House occupied its time 
almost without interruption in the discussion of 
the slavery question. The President devotes a 
large portion of his message to the same topie. 
The Vice President has been home to Keaseakey 
and, from the legislative halls of that State, has 
addressed an essay to the nation upon the same 
subject. A Democratic Senator from Ohio intro- 
duced into the Senate, as the first measure of the 
session, a resolution opening anew the whole of 
this vexed question. The consequence, if not the 
object, of these proceedings, is scen in a wide- 
spread agitation aecmalonal the country; disturb- 
ing its business interests, and endangering the 
peace and good order of society. The discussion 
which was forced upon this House has had a 
large share in producing these unhappy results; 
nor has the manner in which it has been con- 


| dueted by gentlemen upon the other side of the 


Hall been calculated to diminish its pernicious 
effects. With a few honorable exceptions, they 
have suffered passion to usurp the place of rea- 
son; have substituted vituperation for argument, 
and abusive epithets for facts. I shall not follow 


| their example. If I cannot pasar the ordinary 


courtesies of decent private life, even in mention- 
ing in debate the political designation of an oppo- 


| nent, I will hold my peace. 


But, sir, the Republican members of this body 
would be negligent of their duty te the true and 
loyal men who sent them here, if they should not 
reply, to some extent and at a fitting time, to these 
unprecedented and unfounded assaults upon them. 
It is in partial discharge of this duty that I now 
address the House. In sodoing, I shall endeavor 
to state fairly what seem to me the necessary re- 
sults of the doctrines avowed by the leading mem- 
bers of the Democratic party on this floor, to 
controvert those doctrines as well as I am able to 
do, and to set forth frankly my own views upon 
the questions at issue. The time has come wink 
we shania fully understand each other; and I am 
sure that all honorable gentlemen will agree with 
me, that we ought no longer to deceive ourselves 
or delude the people with specious equivocations 
and juggling platforms. 

The prevalent opinion among those who framed 
the Constitution of this Government, was that, 
in political economy, slavery was to be regarded 
as an evil; to some extent, indeed, a necessary 
evil,in communities where it had existed for many 
generations, and become interwoven with the so- 
cial habitsand business interests; but still an evil, 
whose peaceable and legal removal was an object 
of earnest desire. In relation to its original es- 
tablishment in a new society, the opinion was 
more decided; such establishment was justly con- 
sidered a great moral wrong, a sin agains: God, 
and a crime against humanity, as well as repug- 
nant to the principles of a sound political econ- 
omy. And such continued to be the general opin- 


| ion of the country for more than a generation after 


the adoption of the Constitution. I shall not 
weary the House with quotations in confirmation 
of these statements; the proofs of their correct- 
ness will readily occur to all intelligent men. The 
Democratic party of to-day denounces these sen- 
timents as false and fanatical. It holds, as an 
abstract proposition, that property in man exists 
of natural right; no more to be condemned in 
morals or deprecated in policy than property in 
cattle or merchandise; that the system of Amer- 
ican slavery, which is based upon this property 
in man, is also, and without reference to collat- 
eral circumstances, right; right, not merely where 


| it exists as an involuntary inheritance from pre- 


ceding generations, but mghtfully to be originally 
established in a community, as a component part 
of its domestic institutions. And not only this, 
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of vast benefitg where it already exists, and ecal- 
culated to produce the greatest good in societies 
where, under favoring influences of soil and cli- 
mate, it may be newly established. 

The Democratic party, moreover, insists that 
this property in man is distinetly recognized and 
protected by the Constitution of the United States; 
that wherever the term * property’’ is used in 
that instrument, it embraces slaves as truly as any 
object of legiumate ownership; and that every 
conclusion of legal or logical sequence from the 
language of the Constitution which may apply to 


merchandise of any description is equally appli- | 


cable to this. Iam aware that there is a section 
of the Democratic party which does not concur in 
all of the foregoing views, and J shall have ocea- 
sion to consider its position in the course of my 
remarks. ‘The influence of this portion in pub- 
lic affairs is, however, at present, comparatively 
small. ‘The executive department of the Govern- 
ment, the Democratic members of the Federal 

udiciary, and an overwhelming majority of the 
Bison members of both Houses of Congress, 
embrace the opinions which [ have now stated. 
In the discussions in the other wing of the Capi- 
tol, and upon this floor, | have heard these doc- 
trines set forth scores of times as component parts 
of the Democratic creed, and they have been re- 


ceived almost without a word of disapprobation 
from any one claiming to belong to the Demo- 


cratic organization. Indeed, I think that it may 


properly be assumed that, but for the stern re- | 


sistance which 1s made to these principles by the 
Republican party, they would be practically car- 
ried out, in all their logical results, by all the 
departments 6f the Federal Government. It is 
proper, therefore, that I should briefly indicate 
those results. 


In the first place, then, if these prnciples be | 


correct, there is no justification or palliation forthe 
laws of the United States against the African slave 
trade, j 
exists of natural right, if its establishment in new 
communities is just and expedient, if the Con- 
stitution applies to it the same universal guar- 
antee which it applies to all objects of legitimate 
ownership, then human beings are as proper an 
arucle of commerce as cotton; the statute which 
declares the slave trade piracy is a hideous in- 


if property in man, as in merchandise, 


iquity, and its execution would be judicial mur- | 


der. Again, assuming the correctness of the prin- 
ciples already enunciated, it is the imperative duty 


of Congress to provide forthwith, by further legis- | 


lation, for the protection of property in slaves in 
the Territories of the United States. Whatever 


else may be said of this species of property, itis | 


. © | 
certainly true that it is regarded by the greater || 


portion of Christendom with peculiar repugnance. | 


‘The emigration which flows into the Territories is 
very largely composed of men who share in this 
feeling, and the consequence has been that slave- 
holders have felt that their estate in their human 
chattels wasentirely insecure, when once removed 
beyond the protection of State sovereignty. To 
say that the Constitution guaranties to the owner 
of property the absolute enjoyment of his rights 
therein, throughout the Federal possessions, and 
then to refuse a remedy for the violation of those 
rights, is but a solemn mockery. Nor is this all. 
The same reasoning necessarily interposes the 
limitations of the Constitution against the capa- 
city of the people of a Territory to abolish slavery 
when they come to make their State constitution; 
and every State in this Union, which has emerged 
from the territorial condition since 1789, and, in so 
doing, has incorporated into its constitution what 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


thie Democratic theory, the question is susceptible. | 


The power is a * revolutionary’’ one; against all 
constitutions, all laws, all governmental authority , 
itcomes by *‘ revolution.’’ The whole Democratic 
territorial policy is thus reduced to a system, not 
of order, but of disorder; not of regulated law, 
but of chronic anarchy; not of peace and stability, 
but of * revolution.” 

Such are the fundamental principles of the Dem- 
ocratic party, and such are their logical results. 
I meet them in their very beginnings, for it 1s 
there that we shall find the starting point of diver- 
gence between the two great parties upon this 
subject. I affirm that property in man ion not, 
and cannot exist of natural right. It fills me with 
unspeakable mortification to be compelled, in this 
enlightened age and this Christian Republic, to go 
back to demonstrate the primary truths of com- 
mon morality. 


coming debauched and demoralized in regard to 
this whole matter. 
is right; and the masses everywhere are being 


grradually led—by a course downward in morals | 
, . eh ee . | 
and backward in civilization—to adopt that teach- 


ing as true. If this doctrine shall become the pre- 


dominant belief throughout the greater portion of | 


the country, and systems of bondage come to be 
justified and approved by the masses of tht peo- 
ple, then I believe that real freedom will speedily 
thereafter disappear from the Republic. I repeat, 
therefore, that property in slaves does not and 
cannot exist of natural right. There is no voice 
of inspiration asserting in man such dominion 
over his fellow-man like that which gave to our 
race ** dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 


the fowl of the air, and over every living thing || 
that moveth upon the face of the earth;”’ and we | 


are, therefore, left to rest our judgment upon the 
just instincts of the human heart, and the honest 
guidance of an enlightened conscience. And to 
these I appeal. There is nota literature of any 
porgee or age which does not depict liberty as 


yetter than life, and slavery as worse than death. || 


There is not a man in this House who would not 
sooner lie down in his grave than become a bond- 
man; there is not one of us who would not rather 


support in old age, could change this preference; 
and if long ages of servitude have produced, in 
isolated instances, a different choice, the common 
sense of mankind justly finds in such phenom- 


influences of bondage. The laws which are made 
further evidence that it is based upon wrong. 
It is impossible that any relation, right in itself, 
should require such utterly repulsive enactments 
| for its maintenance in a civilized society. I have 


to some extent, looked into the statutes and judi- || 
tial decisions of those communities where the in- | 


stitution prevails, and I find that they compose 
a merciless, remorseless, terrible machinery for 
| changing a man into a brute. 


have not yet legalized murder. I fin 


|| system is absolutely necessary for the preserva- 


I think I may properly call the anti-slavery clause, | 


and has hitherto relied upon that clause as a suf- 


ficient security for its free system, is to-day in its || 


legal condition, according to this exposition of 
the Constitution of the United States, as much a 
slave State as South Carolina or Georgia. For 
where, I may ask, did the people, while in their 
territorial condition, as they must have been while 
in theactof making theirconstitution, acquire their 


— to abolish slavery within their borders? || 
. 
a] 


rom any inherent right so to do? This is vehe- 


mently denied. From any act of Congress? It 


is expressly affirmed that Congress can confer no | 


such power. 
ted States? The answer is an unqualified nega- 
tive. Whence, then, does this power come? The 
gentleman from Texas, (Mr. Reacay,] in his very 
able speech gave the only answer of which, upon 


From the Constitution of the Uni- | 


| tion of property in man; and when they have 
proved that proposition, they have demonstrated 


that such property cannot originally exist of nat- | 


ural right. 
_ But it is said that, however this may be, we 
must take things as they are; that property in 


| ted States as legally right, and entitled to the same 
legal protection as other property, wherever that 
Constitution is the organic law of the community; 


| that the Constitution is the organic law of the 


community throughout all the Federal posses- 
sions; that this practical recognition of the legal 
rectitude of slavery is even more potent than 


| right of property in man; for, as things actually 
are in our system of government, wherever the 
Constitution prevails, except where checked and 


limited by State-sovereignty, there is thus super- | 
| added to natural right the guarantee of positive | 


| law. I might reply to this assumption, that the 


| best expounders of constitutional law in this || 


Jut the necessity exists. The | 
ne ? ; 
Democratic organization, extending into every 
town and village in the Confederacy, is fast be- | 


Its leaders teach that slavery | 


ena a more conclusive proof of the brutalizing | 


| for the security of this species orn afford | 


There is but one || 
| step wanting to make the work complete: they | 
judges of | 
the highest tribunals declaring that this fearful | 


man is recognized in the Constitution of the Uni- || 





| would be the universal acknowledgment of the | 
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country have held, with great unanimity, that the 
Constitution of the United States does not become 
a part of the territorial law until made so by act 
of Congress, or by the change from the territorial 
to the State condition. But it is unnecessary to 
follow that line of argument, and it would lead 
me too far from my purpose. 

My answer to the assumption which I have 
mentioned is, that the Constitution of the United 
States nowhere recognizes any natural right of 
property in man, and nowhere creates such legal 
right. The Constitution purposely, carefully, 
guardedly, ignores the very existence of such prop- 
erty. The slave is represented on this floor as a 
person, not as a chattel; the clause for the rendi- 
tion of fugitives does not purport to restore mer- 
chandise to its owner, but a debtor to his creditor; 
representation and direct taxation are to be appor- 
tioned among the several Statesyaccording to an 
enumeration of persons, not according to an en- 
rollment of property. All that the Constitution 
of the United States does in reference to this spe- 
cies of property in the States where it exists, is 
to let it alone; the protection which it enjoys from 
Federal interference is the protection of State 
sovereignty, and not of the Constitution; and its 
assurance of the efficiency of that protection is 
found in the provision that ‘* the powers not del- 
egated to the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to 
the States, are reserved to the States respectively, 
or to the people.’? The Constitution nowhere 








| undertakes to designate what shall be regarded as 


property; it does not define property atall. That 
which the local sovereignty treats as property 


| within its jurisdiction, is just so far treated as 


property by the Constitution; if claimed to be 
property outside of that jurisdiction, it must pos- 
sess the natural, generic characteristics of prop- 
erty, which I have shown slavery does not. It 


| is, In my judgment, a libel upon the Constitution 


to say that slavery exists anywhere by virtue of 
its provisions. 

If ever there was an instrument of government 
in the world, that breathed the very spirit of free- 
dom, it is the Constitution of the United States. 
It was made ‘‘ to establish justice and to secure 


the blessings of liberty;’’ it declares that ‘ the 
|| privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be 
see the face of his child upturned to him, dead in | 
its coffin, than to see that child sold as a slave. || 
No promises of sufficient food and decent apparel | 
and comfortable shelter, of care in sickness and | 


suspended,’ except in cases of rebellion or inva- 
sion; that ‘* no bill of attainder or ex post facto law 
shall be passed;’’ that *‘ no title of nobility shall 
be granted by the United States;’’ it subjects the 
chief Executive Magistrate to impeachment; 1 
provides that ‘‘ the trial of all crimes, except in 


, cases of impeachment, shall be by jury’’ of the 


vicinage; it guaranties ‘‘to every State in this 
Union a republican form of government;’’ it for- 
bids the enactment-of any law by the Federal 
Legislature ‘‘ respecting an establishment of reli- 
gion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, or 
abridging the freedom of speech or of the press, 
| or the right of the people peaceably to assemble 
and to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances;”’ it declares that ‘the right of the 
people to keepand bear arms shall not be infringed ; 
that the right of the people to be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers, and effects, against un- 
reasonable searches and seizures shall not be vio- 
lated;’’ that ‘* no person shall be deprived of life, 
liberty, or property, without due process of Jaw;”’ 
and then, to cover all possible contingencies of 
danger to the liberties of individuals, it declares 
that ‘* the enunciation, in the Constitution, of cer- 
tain rights, shall not be construed to deny or dis- 
parage others retained by the people;”’ and there 
/1s no word in that instrument, which, even indi- 
rectly, implies that the meaning and ees 
| of these general terms are to be restricted by any 
considerations of race or lineage. No, sir, not 
one; and those who go about to find such restric- 
_ tion, are compelled to resort to indirection and 
outside interpretation to accomplish their purpose. 
Every page of the Constitution of the United 
States is radiant with the light of universal lib- 
/erty. He who would find there pretext or ex- 
_cuse for bondage, must tura his back upon that 
light, and grope his way among the shadows of 
distorted and doubtful construction. 
| Why, sir, what were the statesmen of the last 
century about, when they affixed their signatures 
to the instrument that severed the political ties 
which had bound the colonies to Great Britain? 
| What were they doing when they framed this Con- 
stitution, about which we dispute so much? ‘ Our 
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institutions,’’ answers Reverdy Johnson, in his 
pamphlet, ‘are redolent of freedom. For freedom 
our ancestors contended during seven years of 
trial. It was her teachings that inspired and sup- 
ported them during their fearful struggle.”” Free- 
dom, | ask, then—for whom, or for what? For 
the owners of capital, or the possessors of the 


soil, alone? Not at all, sir; not atall. The free- | 


dom whose teachings inspired and supported our 
ancestors, was the freedom of man, of all races, 
in all ranks, and of every lineage. 
tinguishingcharacteristicofour revolutionary war, 
that it was fought upon this principle. Universal 
equality in political rights, and the indefeasible 
title of all men to social and civil liberty, were the 
foundations of the great argument by which it was 
justified. Other nations, in other times, had con- 
tended for the rights of kings and princes. The 
wars which history recounts, had been the strug- 
gles of Governments for conquest or defense. In 
their beginning and in their ending, little thought 
had been taken for the masses who bore their bur- 
dens; the causes of both lay hidden in the caprice 
of monarchs, the pride of aristocracies, the ava- 
rice of capitalists, or the exigencies of commerce. 

With our fathers the case was very different. 
From whatever causes of unjustifiable taxation 
the collision may originally have occurred, in the 
solemn document which they put forth as their 
justification for taking up arms, they based every- 
thing upon the right of man, by virtue of his 
humanity, to political equality and civil liberty. 
It has been said that the language used had no 
reference to any other than the white race; I can 
bring you, sir, hundreds of expressions in the 
writings of the revolutionary fathers and of the 
framers of the Constitution, wherein slavery is 
spoken of as antagonistic to the principles of the 
Declaration; every one of which expressions is 
utterly meaningless, unless those princinles were 
intended to be as universal in their application as 
the race of man. The doctrine of the Seckeatan 
has been called a ‘ glittering generality ;’’ but two 
of those to whose hands was committed the draft- 
ing of that instrument were Benjamin Franklin 
and Roger Sherman; and neither shrewd sense 
of the Boston printer, or the sterling judgment of 
the Connecticut shoemaker, was likely to be be- 
trayed into ihe adoption of rhetorical formulas. 
In all nations, and in all ages, the masses of man- 
kind have been, as they ever must be, composed 
of those who live by the labor of their hands; 
the theory of kingly and aristocratic rule has 
been, and of American Democracy now is, that 
for those masses servitude is the normal, fitting, 
and safe condition; the theory of the statesmen 
of 1776 and of the Republicans of 1860 is, that for 
those masses liberty 1s right, and safest, and best. 

I appreciate the difficulties which surround the 
practical application of the latter theory in a so- 
ciety where slavery has existed for centuries, and 
become interwoyen with the social relations and 
the interest of capital; and I rejoice that no polit- 
ical duty demands of me a solution of those diffi- 
culties; but that such practical application ought 
to be made, whenever and wherever a new com- 
munity is being established, I cannot doubt; and 
both history and the language of the Constitution, 
as already cited, prove conclusively, that such 
also was the opinion of the founders of this Gov- 
ernment. In the affairs of States and nations, as 
in those of individuals, no violation of the prin- 
ciples of moral rectitude can ever be practically 
expedient. Evil, however fair it may seem, and 
to whatever extent it may be disguised by specious 
names, will in the end work outonly evil. And 
such, if I may belieye the concurrent testimony 
of many of the purest patriots, the most upright 
statesmen, and the most judicious citizens of that 
portion of the Confederacy in which the institu- 
tion exists, has been its practical result there. As 
I before remarked, I will not weary the House 
with stale quotations; but if I can place any re- 
liance upon the evidence of such men as Jefferson, 
Madison, and George Mason, or, at a later period, 
of McDowell, Faulkner, and T. J. Marshall, all 
capable eye-witnesses of the effects which they 
portray, and all loyal and upright southern gen- 
Uemen, slavery is the fruitful parent of ignorance, 
poverty, and vice; destructive of those essential 


elements of all true popular liberty, freedom of 


speech, of the press, and of political action, and 
especially injurious to the comfort and happiness 
of the laboring classes of freemen 


THE 


It is the dis- | 


| qualities of his heart. 


P cious. 
| colonization; we do it under & common Govern- 


| distant future. 


| portrayed. ' 
| whom = shall export to Chihuahua or Tamau- 
ii lipas, shall feel within them those aspirations for 








It is no reply to these statements, to say that 
the opinions of the last century were formed while 
the slave trade was in full operation; that infa- 
mous traffic had long ceased at the time of the 
memorable debate in the Virginia House of Dele- 

ates i » j . , 
gates in 1832, but the language of the statesmen 
of that Commonwealth was as decided, at the 
later period, as that of their fathers had been. 
The able and truthful men, whom I have named, 
spoke of facts, as they existed under their own 
observation in 1787 and 1832. If they told the 
truth, those facts remain as the basis of legitimate 
argument, however much a new generation may 
have departed from the speculative faith of their 
fathers. 

To these considerations of expediency should 
be added another, which operates very power- 
fully upon my political conduct. While I have 
no particular apprehension for the safety of the 
Union; 1am yet fully sensible of the manifold 
advantages which we derive from its existence. 
Every measure, which has even a remote tend- 
ency to weaken the ties which bind the Confed- 
eracy together, should be sternly opposed; and I 
know of no measure, whose tendencies in that 
direction are more obvious to a reflecting mind, 
than the schemes now so prevalent for the exten- 
sion of slavery. Upon this topic, permit me to 
quote the opinions of Governor McDowell, of 
Virginia, a statesman whose high intellectual at- 
tainments were only equaled by the generous 
He says: 

“The existence of slavery creates a political interest in 
this Union, which is, of all others, the most positive ; an 
interest, which, in relation to those who do not possess it, 
is adversary and exclusive; one which marks the manners 
of our country by a correspondent distinction, and is sow 
ing broadcast amongst us, both in our official and private 
intercourse, the seeds of unkindness and suspicion. On 
this interest geographical parties have been formed; on its 
maintenance or restriction the bitterest struggles have been 
waged ; and, as it contains an ingredient of political power in 
our Federai councils, it will always be the subject of strug 
gle.” * . * Slaveholding and non-slavecholding 


| must necessarily constitute the characteristic feature of our 


country—tmust necessarily form the broad and indivisible 
interest upon which parties will combine, and which will 


| and does comprehend in the jealousies which now surround 


it, the smothered and powertul, but, [ trust, not the irresisti 
bie causes of future dismemberment. To all of its other evils, 


| then, slavery superadds the still further one of being a cause 


of national dissension, of being a fixed and repulsive element 
between the different members of our Republic—itself impell 
ing with strong tendency, and aggravating all smaller tend 
encies to political distrust, alienation, and hostility.”’ 

The Virginia statesman from whose lips these 
words of almost prophetic wisdom fell in 1832, 
had the discernment to perceive, and the manli- 
ness to declare, that if disunion was to be appre- 
hended at all, the causes of apprehension Were to 
be found, not in opposition to slavery, but in sla- 
very itself. To give those causes greater force and 
permanence by expanding and strengthening this 
disorganizing system, is to act the part of the 
madman who applies the torch to his own habi- 
tation. 

A very able gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
Lamar,]| to whom I always listen with pleasure, 
however much I may dissent from his opinions, 
in th®bourse of an interlocutory discussion some 


| weeks since, asserted that those who are striving 


for the expansion of slavery are ** seeking colo- 
nization and empire in a manner not inconsistent 
with the rights or interests of a single freeman 
north of Mason and Dixon’s line,’’ and asked, 
with great earnestness of manner, what there was 
in that for us to complain of. To which I answer: 
your proposition, from your stand point, may 
seem conclusive; from mine, it is utterly falla- 
Grant that we both seek expansion and 


ment and a common flag, and are both responsi- 
ble for the character and effects of the expansion 
ofeach. We seek to carry with us no system of 
social or political economy which either you or 
we believe to be hateful to God or unjust to man; 
you desire to spread abroad a system which we 
believe to be both, and to do so under the protec- 
tion of a Government for which we are respons- 
ible as well as you. We are both acting, not for 
the present only, but for the immediate and the 
Our children, as well as yours, 
are to remember, with unavailing shame and sor- 
row, that their fathers entailed upon them an in- 
stitution whose evil tendencies I have already 
When the descendants of the slaves 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


733 


liberty which, sooner or later, willdindle in every 
human heart, it must be our arms as wellas yours 
that shall quench those aspirations in darkness 
and blood. Upon us, as well as upon you, will 
devolve the duty of betraying the fugitive from 
Sonora or Colorado. You tell us exultingly that 
the negro has twenty Representatives upon this 
floor; itis our concern, as well as yours, when 
you demand the admission of a half score more 
to represent the degraded bondmen of Cuba, 
Having now attempted to show that the Demo- 
cratic party, asanorganization, iscommitted to the 
principle that slavery is in accordance with natural 
right, and is so eXpressly recognized and guaran- 
tied, to use the phrase of the day, by the Consti- 
tution of the United States that there is thereby 
superadded to the obligations of natural right, the 
authority of positive law for its eXpansion every- 
where in the Federal territories; that, in addition 
to the sanctions of natural right and positive law, 
a true expediency justifies such expansion; and 
having further attempted to show that all these 
doctrines are unsound in theory, wrong in morals, 
and vicious in tendency, | am next led to consider 
the pesition of that portion of the Democratic 
organization which stands without the pale of 
full party communion upon these topics. I sup- 
pose that I may, with propriety, look to the opin 
ions most recently avowed by Mr. Dove tas, for 
the principles which are embraced by this class 
of politicians; and, if I truly understand those 
opinions, they are, to my mind, more detestable 
in morals, and worse in logic, than the doctrines 
which Lhave already considered. [have said that 
the starting-point of divergence between the great 
parties, is found in the question, ** Is it right or 
wrong to establish slavery??? The Democrat in 
full communien asserts the former, and reasons 
properly enough upon his theory of morality; f 
aver the latter, and endeavor to reason in like 
manner. But to Mr. Dovetas, rightand wrong, 
in this affair, are matters of profound indifference. 
He ignores morality altogether. His confession of 
faithisa political atheism. He evades the question 
of expediency in like manner. Is slavery the bless- 
ing that its friends claim it to be, or a curse, as its 
enemies assert? How ts it toaffect the prosperity 
of the future States of the Confederacy, the hap- 
ness of the coming generations of the people? 
lo such inquiries he returns no answer; in fact, 
he asserts that he does not care how they are an- 
swered. For aught that he knows or cares, sla- 
very is justas good as freedom, freedom just as 
bad as slavery; each no better and no worse than 
the other. A position more vicious in morals‘or 
more utterly devoid of the first elements of states- 
manship, I have never encountered in political 
study. It is an attempt to arbitrate between con- 
flicting principles, by renouncing all principle. It 
strives to adjust permanent antagonisms by the 
shallowest of temporary expedients. It is ex- 
actly adapted to the wants of swindling politicians 
and lying demagogues. It proceeds from a source 
where selfish ambition, untiring energy, shuffling 
inconsistency, and brazen assurance, are the chief 
qualities which excite the public attention. Itis 
now seeking to evade responsibility, by shifting 
to the judicial the proper duties of the legislative 
department. Faithless to everything except pr 
| sonal ambition, it has taught all parties and all 
sections that it cannot be trusted beyond the con- 
tracted circle of its own selfish interests. It is 
destined to be crushed out, as it Ought to be 
crushed out, in the struggle which is going on 
between parties thoroughly in earnest, and each 


| animated by convictions of right and duty. 


In conclusion, I will indicate the measures which 
seem to me proper, in order to prevent the further 
extension of slavery. My own principles, as 
already set forth, clearly forbid all Federal inter- 
ference with the institution in the States where 
it exists. Abolitionists, properly so called, de- 
nounce the Constitution, because it does not give 
to the General Government the power of inter- 
vention; and denounce us because, notwithstand- 
ing that fact, we love and stand by the Constitu- 
tion. Duty and responsibility are correlative terms. 
No political responsibility for the existence of 
slavery in the States reaches me; and I have, there- 
fore, no political duty to discharge, in relation to 
its extinction there. And, beyond this, as a cit- 
izen of the Republic, I am bound, in my judg- 
ment; to respect the local as well as the Federal 
rights of all its other citizens. To interfere by 
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stealth and indftection between the master and || fall, without due reflection perhaps, from the lips | 


slave; to aid or encourage what are termed under- 
ground railroads, or other secret ne for 
the violation of those local rights, is a violation 
of my own obligations, and should be frowned 
upon by every loyal citizen. And by, if possible, 
still more solemn obligations, am I bound not to 
interfere with violence. There is no evil with 
which God, in his anger, has ever visited this 
earth, that will compare, in manifold horrors, with 
servile insurrection; and for that reason, amon 


own good time and way, will remove the evil of 
slavery from all our borders; but the man who, 
in the full possession of his mental faculties, goes 
into a slave State, with force and strong hand, to 
wrest the bondman from his master, and persists 
in his effort to the sacrifice of human life—how- 
ever unselfish hismotives, however lofty his cour- 
age, however Christianlike his fortitude—is guilty 
of murder; and no one, not even the wife of his 
bosom or the child of his old age, can demand, 
upon any principle of human or Divine justice, 
that the stern sentence with which the law visits 
that crime should not be executed. 

Nor do I believe it to be at present necessary 
that Congress should endeavor, by prohibitory 
legislation, to exclude the system from the Terri- 
tories which we already possess. I have no doubt 
of the power of Congress so to do; but it is often 
neither necessary or expedient to exercise ac- 
knowledged powers. I donotconsider the Supreme 
Court as having made a judicial decision upon this 
subject. Its members eae expressed a political 
opinion, not called for by the case, which is en- 


utled to the same respect as a similar opinion | 
uttered by an equal number of able, upright, and | 


earned men in any other station would be, and 
no more, The time may come when this power 
of the Federal Legislature will again be called 
nto requisition, as it so frequently was during 
the sixty years which succeeded the formation of 
the Government. At present, I see no necessity 
ior its exercise. 
ganized Territories is already secure against the 
ingress of slavery. ‘The organic acts which called 


The greater portion of our or- | 


the remainder into political existence provide ex- | 


gd that such of their territorial laws as shall 
xe disapproved by Congress shall become null 





| of some honorable gentlenien who, in the excite- 


| in view. 


| 
} 


( 
; 2 | 
others, do | pray that He, in his mercy, in His 


| 


> 
ment of the moment, may mean what they say; 


but, for the most part, they are the desperate re- | 


sort of the desperate polisicians of the Democratic 
party. To meet such extravagance and folly with 
sober argument would be to clothe them with a 


dignity beyond their importance. The gentlemen | 
who utter these things profess an unwillingness || 


to wait for *‘ overt acts.’’ Ido not doubt that they 
will be found just as unwilling to commit * overt 
acts.”” Common sense, I trust, has not yet en- 


tirely forsaken them; when it shall do so, they | 
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may find, too late, that it has not forsaken the | 


constituencies which sent them here. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Missouri, obtained the 
floor. 

Mr. REAGAN. 
speech. 
tee for one moment, in order that I may be cor- 
rectly understood in the position I have hereto- 
fore taken, and to which the gentleman from Con- 
necticut [Mr. Ferry] calls attention. I did not 
interrupt the gentleman, because he had signified 
his unwillingness to be interrupted in the progress 
of his remarks. , 

The speech of the gentleman was evidently de- 


signed to indicate not only the doctrines of the | 


Democratic party, but also the doctrines of the 
Republican rs upon the questions which he 
discussed; and he has referred to the position 
which I took on a former occasion, as indicating 
the doctrines of the Democratic party, in a way 
which, it seems to me, excludes the idea that he 
could have correctly understood what I did say. 

I was not discussing the abstract question of 
liberty. I was not assuming that the Democratic 
party had taken the position that it was against 
natural right to abolish slavery; for that was not 
the question I was discussing, or the object I had 
I simply wish now to say that was not 
the point whichI presented. 1 was only discuss- 
ing the powers of the people of a Territory in 
their territorial capacity, and the powers of Con- 
gress, under the Consiguien, over the question 


of slavery in the Territories; and I denied that || 
either the people of a Territory, in their territorial | 


|| capacity, or the Congress of the United States, in 
| its capacity as a Congress, had the authority to 


and void. Whenever a Territorial Legislature is | 


mad enough or venal enough to enact a slave code, 
1 would exercise the power thus conferred upon 
Congress, and annihilate the iniquitous statute. 


In every act for the organization of future Terri- | 


tories, | would incorporate the same clause, and 


execute it in like manner, whenever a similar oc- | 


casion should arise. I would endeavor to restrain 
that insane lust of dominion which is perpetually 
seeking foreign acquisition and is fast becoming 
the bane of the Republic. I would elect a Pres- 
ident of the old Republican faith, whose execu- 
tive and judicial officers, everywhere, should be 


abolish property of any description in a Terri- | 


I maintained that slaves were property, 


tory. 
aes so recognized by the Constitution of the 


| United States; and that, as such, they stood upon 


the same basis ‘as other property in the Territo- 


| ries; andthat the pee ee that that property, or 


overned, in the discharge of their duties, by fidel- || 


ity to the Constitution and the laws, as steadily 


construed and enforced for more than sixty years | 


after the formation of this Government. I would 
enact a Homestead law, which, by the bestowal 
of unbought tides to the soil, should invite the 
laboring freemen of the United States to lay the 
foundations of civilized society throughout all 
our Territories, under the benign influences of 
universal industry and all-pervading liberty; and 


if my fellow-citizens of the slaveholding States | 


desired it, I would pledge the revenues of the 


that any property, could be destroyed, wasagainst 
the principles of natural right and natural justice. 


When I said that slavery could only be abolished | 
'in a Territory by an act of revolution, the asser- | 
tion rested on the idea, that when the people come | 
organize it in ref- || 
erence to all the existing rights of that people, | 
assembled together for the purpose of framing | 


to organize a government, the 


that government, each having his rights of prop- 
erty, as well as his rights of person; and thay any 
act which destroys property is an assumption 
upon the part of the majority to destroy the rights 


of the minority; that whether the act applies to | 


| property in slaves, property in horses, property 


Government for the purchase of a region beyond || 
our present limits, wherein to colonize their sur-) 


plus servile population, afar from irritating con- 
tact with another and a prouder race. And then, 
sir, | would risk slavery extension! 

In doing all this, | believe that I should not vio- 
late any constitutional right of any man, or class 


| 


in machinery, or whatever it may apply to, it 1s 
the despotic assumption of power by the majority 
to destroy the rights of the minority. 

The doctrine I laid down was, that the authority 
exists as a revolutionary right, but that it does 
not exist as a legal right. 
sustained, as I said at the time, by the adjudica- 


_ tion of the Supreme Court of the United States, 


of men, in the Confederacy; I believe that [ should \| 


not prejudice the real interests of any part or sec- 
tion of the country; I believe that I should be 
doing that which is best for the present genera- 
tion, and which will be best for the generations 
that are to come after us. 
prehension of disunion, or rebellion, or civil con- 
vulsion of any kind. I know that the people of 
my section are true to the integrity of the Repub- 
lic; and I believe that the people of all sections are. 


sion, the senseless bravado about disunion, do not || justice, 


They || vlace 


come from the popular heart anywhere. 


as well as the supreme courts of many, and per- | 


haps all, of the States in this Union, that the peo- 

le in their primary condition, when they assem- 
»le for the purpose of organizing a government, 
may have conflicting interests to settle; and that, 


| if they assume the ore to destroy property in 


I should have no ap- || | 
| gentleman may understand that I was denying the | 


disregard of the rights of citizens, there is no tri- 
bunal to which such aggrieved persons can ap- 
peal. ) a 

I simply wish to state my position so that the 


legal authority of Congress or of the people of a 


I do not wish to make a | 
I only ask the attention of the commit- | 


he doctrine has been | 


into an argument, the first answer 
| on that point would be to direct the attention of 
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trine of all parties that when a Territory comes 
to exercise the sovereign act of forming for itself 
a State government, it may, as a question of 
power, as a revolutionary right, destroy the right 
of property in slaves or in anything else; because 
there is no tribunal to which the aggrieved party 





| can — against an act of State sovereignty. 


stated at the same time that this wasan improper 
principle of action; that when a people came to- 
gether to form a government for themselves in 
common, they had a right to expect protection in 
common, by that government, to all their property 
of whatever class or description. But if the sov- 
ereign authority of a State should not destroy a 
right of property, whether in slaves or other 
things, then every intendment of law and natural 
reason gives it the legal right of protection in 
common with all other kinds of property. 

In reference to the question as to whether the 
system of slavery is-productive of the grievous 
evils to which he refers, and is fruitful of igno- 
rance and barbarism, if I were disposed to enter 
would make 


that gentleman to the condition of the four million 
of negroes in the southern States, and then ask 
him, upon hisconvictions of truthand conscience, 
if they are not happier, more blest, and better 
eae in life and person, than any equal num- 

er of that race on the face of the earth? Andif 


| 80,as I think they unquestionably are, slavery 
| is to them a blessing. 


If I were called upon to express an opinion on 


| the abstract question of liberty between people 








Territory, in their territorial capacity, to deprive 1 


_ any man of his prenesy that there is no princi- 
The mutterings of treason, the gasconade of seces- || 


le of right, no principle of law, no principle of | 


y which such a deprivation can take 
I admitted that it was the received doc- 


from the t 
_ existing condition of things in this Government; 
and disagree with him as to many of his facts. 


| troverted, but shall not now go into their 


of the white race under the same Government, I 


| would vindicate that liberty as earnestly as any 


gentleman here. If I talked of the equality of 


| Africans in Africa, I might take the same ground 
| there. 
| condition of things under this Government, where 
| the white and black races exist together; one, the 
|, white race, capable of self-government, and the 
| other, the black race, incapable of self-govern- 


When, however, I come to speak of the 


ment; when I see that the latter is best protected 
and most happy by being in subordination to the 
intelligence and authority of the former, and that 
the former is ae the best interests of human- 
ity by retaining the latter in their subject condi- 
tion, I must dissent entirely from the position 


| taken by the gentleman from Connecticut. While 


I regard his speech as able, yet I believe it is 
founded — a false theory. I dissent entirely 
eory of his speech, as applied to the 


I think they can be easily and ae con- 
iscus- 

sion. 

Mr. ANDERSON, of Missouri, took the floor. 

Mr. PHELPS. My colleague yields to me; 
and I move that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 4 

The committee accordingly rose; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, Mr. Wasn- 
BURNE, Of Illinois, reported that the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union had, ac- 
cording to order, had the Union generally under 
consideration, and particularly the President’s 


_annual message, and had come to no resolution 


thereon. 
CONTESTED ELECTIONS. 


Mr. MORRILL. Iask unanimous consent of 


_the House to present the memorial and evidence 


of William A. Howard, contesting the seat of 
Georce B. Cooper; and I move that they be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Elec. ons, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS. Let the memorial only be or- 
dered to be printed, for that is the usual course. 

Mr. MORRILL. Very well. ' 

There being no objection, Mr. Morriy’s mo- 
tion was then agreed to. 

Mr. REYNOLDS. I present the memorial of 


|| Francis P. Blair, contesting the seat of J. R. Bar- 
RETT; and move that it be referred to the Com- 


mittee of Elections, and ordered to be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. HOUSTON. as the evidence in the first 


| case ordered to be printed? 


Mr. PHELPS. It was not. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I insist that the evidence in 
such cases shall first be referred to the Committee 
of Elections, and that it shall be decided by them 


| whether or not it shall be printed. 
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Mr. PHELPS. I move that the House do now | 


adjourn. 


Mr. FLORENCE. I move that when the House | 


‘ . > ' 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. I 


do not desire to delay the public business; and if 
the chairman of the Committee ef Ways and 
Means will say that we shall be able to-morrow 
to act upon the Post Office appropriation bill, I 
will withdraw my motion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I think we shall be ready 
to act upon it to-morrow. : 

Mr. FLORENCE. Then I withdraw my mo- 
tion. I do not wish to be an obstruction to the 
payment of the public creditors. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I renew it. The 
Senate have adjourned over; and even if we do 
act upon the bill to-morrow, we cannot make any 
progress. 

The motion to adjourn over was rejected. 

And then (at a quarter to four o’clock, p. m.) 
the House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, February 11, 1860. 
The House metat twelve o’clock, m. 


by Rev. J. L. Exuiorr. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
SOLDIERS OF 1812. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I present the following pre- 


Prayer 


amble and joint resolutions of the Legislature of || o¢ the pill. 


Tennessee. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 


Whereas, among the soldiers of the war of 1812, who 
still survive, many are in indigent circumstances, and un- 
able from age and infirmity to earn a living: and whereas, 
it is a just principle in a tree Government, that those who 
defend the country in a great and perilous struggle should 
not only be fairly compensated, but liberally rewarded, and 
especially preserved from want: Therefore— 


Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Tennes- 


see, That our Senators and Representatives in Congress 
be, and they are hereby, most respectiully requested and 
urged to use their aid and influence in the passage of a 
law appropriating to each soldier of the war of 1812 with 
Great Britain, and all the Indian wars of that date, who 
served as long as three months, six hundred and forty acres 
of land, to be located in any part of the public domain not 
otherwise appropriated, or a full-pay pension of five years 
instead thereof, at the option of the soldier. 

Resolved, That the benefits of such law should apply to 


the widow and minor children of such soldiers, who still , 
survive, in such proportion as a sound discretion may dic- || 


tate. 

Resolved, That a copy of this preamble and resolutions 
be forwarded by the Governor to each of our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress. 

W.C. WHITTHORNE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
TAZ. W. NEWMAN, 


Speaker of the Senate. 
Adopted November 2, 1859. 


A true copy: J. E. R. Ray, Secretary of State. 
Mr. MAYNARD. I move that they be laid 


upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


COURT OF CLAIMS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House reports 
of the Court of Claims, numbered from 199 to 
244 inclusive, and, by unanimous consent of the 
House, adverse reports were referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the Private Calen- 
dar, and ordered to be printed; and favorable re- 
ports were referred to the Committee of Claims. 


service upon the Committee for the District of 


Columbia. 


The question was put; and Mr. Garnett was 
excused. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. I ask leave to have 
the papers inthe case of Frederick Stevens with- 
drawn from the files of the House, and referred 
to the Committge on Military Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. That can be done under the 
rules, by filing notice with the Clerk. 

MAIL COMMUNICATION WITH MEXICO. 

Mr. JOHN COCHRANE, by unanimous con- 
sent, presented a copy of a resolutfon adopted by 
the New York Chamber of Commerce on the 5th 


_ of January, 1860, as follows: 


** Resolved, As the sense of this Chamber, that the inter 
est of American commerce will be promoted by the increase 
of the direct means of mail communication with Mexico.” 


The resolution was referred to the Committee | 


on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


NATURALIZATION LAWS. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I ask leave to in- 
troduce bills to be referred to the appropriate com- 
miuttees. 

The Clerk read the title of a bill, as follows: 

A bill to amend the naturalization laws. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 1 ask that the bill 
may have its second reading. 

Mr. FENTON. I object to the introduction 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. If the gentleman 
will withdraw his objection, I will ask that the 


bill be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. | 


Mr. FENTON. When the States are called, 


we shall all have an equal opportunity to intro- 
duce bills. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 
be no objection. 

Mr. FENTON. 
troduction of any bills. 


OFFICERS IN THE TERRITORIES. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Then I will ask 


unanimous consent to introduce a bill granting to 
the people of the several organized Territories of 
the United States the right to provide, through 
their respective Legislatures, for the appointment 
orelection of their judges, Governors, and all other 
territorial officers, in such mode and manner as 
such Legislature may by law determine. 

Mr. BURNETT. I object. It is not in order. 

OFFICIALS IN ILLINOIS. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. 


Then I ask unani- 


i} mous consent to introduce two resolutions calling 


The SPEAKER. If there be no objectjon, the | 


Chair, in conformity with the usual practice, will 
direct that such bills from the Court of Claims as 
were left undisposed of at the adjournment of the 
Thirty-Fifth Congress shall be again referred to 
the Committee of Claims, and that the adverse 
reports shall be restored to the Private Calendar. 

here being no objection, it was ordered ac- 
cordingly. 

LAWS OF TERRITORIES, ETC. 


The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
copy of the laws of the Territory of Washington; 
which was referred to the Committee on Territo- 
ries. 

Also, a copy of the laws of the last Territorial 
Legislature of Oregon; which was referred to the 
Committee on Territories. 

Also, evidence taken in the contested election 
case from Kentucky; which was referred to the 
Committee of Elections. 


EXCUSE FROM SERVICE ON COMMITTEE. 
Mr GARNETT. 


I ask to be excused from || 


‘| there will be no objection to them. 
| to the Clerk. 


upon the Departments for information, and [ hope 
I send them 


The Clerk read one of the resolutiens, as fol- 
lows: 
Resolved, That the heads of the Executive Departments 


| be, and they are hereby, respectfully requested to communi- 


cate to this House the following information, as far as they 
may be in possession of the same, in their respective Depart 
ments® 1. The names of all persons appointed to, and re 


E. 
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Post Office deficiency bill, with a report, which I 
ask the Clerk to,read. 

The report was read, as follows: 

The Committee of Ways and Means, to whom was re 
ferred the amendments of the Senate of the United States 
to bill (H. R. No. 1) making appropriations to defray the de- 
ficiencies in the appropriations for the service of the Post 
Office Department forthe fiscal year ending 30th June, 1859, 
and in part for the support of the Post Office Department for 
the year ending 30th June, 1860, have had the same under 
consideration, and beg leave to report as follows : 

They recommend that the House of. Representatives 
agree to the Ist, 2d, 3d, and 4th amendments of the Sen 
ate, and that the House disagree to the 5tb and 6th amend- 
ments of the Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 move that the bill and 
the accempanying amendments be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the House now 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, with a view to take up the 
amendments just referred to that committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 


| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


Objection is made to the in- | 


moved from, office in the State of Illinois, by the present 


Administration, designating the respective dates of such 
appointments and removals, and the character of the office 
filled by each appointee. 2. A copy of all petitions, letters, 


| remonstrances, and other papers, upon which such appoint 
| ments and removals were respectively made, now, or 


which may have been, on file in their respective Depart- 
ments. 


Mr.GARNETT. I object. I object to every- 


| thing out of the regular order of business. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. Then I believe I 
have the right to move to suspend the rules. 
The SPEAKER. Such a motion is not in 


| order to-day. 


| other resolution read for information. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I ask to have the 


If gentle- 
men object to resolutions, I want them to do so 
knowing what they object to. 

Mr. GARNETT. 1 cail the gentleman from 
Illinois to order. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. If resolutions are 
to be suppressed, | want the House to know 
what they are. 


Mr. BARKSDALE. 


If the resolutions were 


in order, nobody would object to them; but they | 


are out of order. 
POST OFFICE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Iam directed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to report back the 


I hope there will || 


(Mr. Grow in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. The first business before 
the committee is the annual message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the committee 
poomeenes for the present, the consideration of the 

-resident’s message. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. SHERMAN. I move that the commit- 
tee now take up the Senate amendments to the 
Post Office deficiency bill. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The Clerk proceeded to read the amendments 
of the Senate; after which they were taken up sep- 
arately for consideration. 

Mr. MAYNARD. As the bill has not been 
—— I ask that, in each case, the section may 
ye read as amended. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
the Clerk. 

First amendment: 

Page 2, section two, add the following at the end of the 
section : 

‘*Por wrapping- paper, mail-bags, blanks, and paper for the 
same, mail-locks, keys, and stamps, postage stamps, and 
stamped envelopes ;*’ so that the section, as amended, 
would read : 

Sec. 2. and be it further enacted, That, towards the sup- 
port of the Post Office Department for the fiscal year ending 
the 30th of June, 1560, the sum of $4,000,000, payable out 
of any money in the ‘Treasury arising from the revenues of 
the Post Office Department, is hereby appropriated, and the 
further sum of $2,400,000 is hereby appropriated, payable 
out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated; said sums to be expended, in conformity with the 
provisions of the act of the 2d day of July, 1836, in the 
payment exclusively of compensation to postmasters and 
clerks in their offices, mail depredations, and special agents, 
and for the transportation of the mails, for wrapping- paper, 
mail-bags, blanks, and paper for the same, mail-locks, keys, 
and stamps, postage stamps, and stamped envelopes. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mend a concurrence in this amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Second amendment: 

Page 2, section three, line three, after the word ‘ com- 
mence,”’ strike out the words “one month,” and insert 
** sixty days ;’’ sothat the section, as amended, would read : 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That interest, at the 
rate of six per centum per annum, to commence sixty days 
after the expiration of the quarter in which the service was 
rendered, to the date of the approval of this act, shall be 
paid on all sums found due to the contractors for pion. 
the mail; and that a sum sufficient to pay the same be, an 


is hereby, appropriated out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mend a concurrence in this amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Third amendment: 


Page 2, section three, line four, after the word “ ren- 
dered,” insert “ but in no case prior to the Ist day of May, 


1859.”? 


The Chair will so direct 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mend a concurrence in this amendment. 


|. The amendment was concurred in. 


Fourth amendment: 


At the end of section three, insert as follows: 

** Provided, ‘I'hat such interest shall be payable only to the 
contractors themselves; and the same is hereby declared 
to be in full of all damages, by reason of failure or delay in 

yment; and the same shall be receipted for accordingly ; 

ut no interest shall be allowed on payments for the last 
quarter, ending the 3lst of December, 1859;”’ so that the 
entire section, as amended, wouid read: 

Bre. 3. And be it further enacted, ‘That interest, at the 
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rate of six per centum per annum, to commence Sixty days 


after the expiration of the quarterin which the service Was 
rendered, but in no case prior tothe Ist day of May, 1859, 
to the date of the approval of this act, shall be paid on all 
sums found due to the contractors for carrying the mails ; 
and that a sufficient sum to pay the same be, and ishereby, 
appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated: Provided, That such interest shall be 
payabie only to the contractors themselves; and the same 
is hereby declared to be in full of all damages by reason of 
fuilure or delay in payment, and the same shall be receipted 
tor accordingly ; but no interest shall be allowed on pay- 
ments tor the last quarter, ending the 3lst of December, 
1859 . 

The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mend a concurrence in this amendment. 

‘Tlie amendment was concurred in. 


Mr. DUELL. I move to amend the section by 
inserting after the words, “ carrying the mail,” 
as follows: sl 

And that interest, at the same rate, be paid to contract- 
ors for furnishing leather mail pouches to the Post Office 
Department, on all sums due to such contractors, to be com 
puted trom the time such unpaid accounts were audited to 
the date of the approval of this act. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Irise to a question of order. 
I want to know at what point that amendment 
comes in. If itis an amendment to the Senate’s 
amendment, I shall not raise a question upon it; 
but if itis an amendment to the original text, it 
is not in erder, for the original bill is not amend- 
able. 

Mr. DUELL. I think the Senate have sub- 
stantially amended the entire bill. In this third 

ection they have stricken out certain words and 

inserted other words in more than ore instance’ 
They have also made an addition at the end of 
the section, providing that the payment of inter- 
est shall be payable only to the contractors them- 
seives; and that it shall be in full of all damages. 
I think, therefore, that the amendment is in order 
to any portion of the section. 

Mr. BOCOCK. What I desire to know is, 
whether the amendment is offered as an amend- 
ment to the Senate’s amendment, or to the original 
bill 

Mr. DUELL. The amendment was prepared 
to be offered to the original bill as it passed this 
House. If that is not in order, however, I will 
offer it to the amendment of the Senate. 

The CHAIRMAN. Atwhat pointof the Sen- 
ate amendment does the gentleman propose to 
insert his amendment? 

Mr. DUELL. I desire to have it come in pre- 
ceding the Senate amendment at the close of the 


section, 


The CHAIRMAN. That would be an amend- 


ment to the original bill, which is not in order. 

Mr. DUELL. Then I will have it inserted at 
the end of the amendment of the Senate. 

The CHAIRMAN, 
Virginia insist upon his point of order? 

Mr. BOCOCK. It is not strictly in order. 
Though in form it is an amendment to the amend- 
ment, itis, in reality, an amendment to the ori- 
ginal bill. 

Mr. BURNETT. Do 1 understand the gen- 
tleman from Virginia to withdraw his point of 
order? 

Mr. BOCOCK. [ withdraw it; though, at the 
same time, | think it is not strictly in order. 

Mr. BURNETT. [I will make the point of 
order, then, that the amendment is not germane 
to the amendmentof the Senate. The Chair will 


perceiye that the amendments really made to the | 


orivinal bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. 


Clerk to report the amendment of the Senate, so 


that he may determine whether the gentleman’s | 


amendment is germane or not. 


The Clerk read the provision of the bill to which 


it Was proposed to attach the amendment. 


The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from New 
York preposes to amend the Senate amendment 
providing for payment to a class of creditors not 


named in the original bill. The gentleman from | 


Kentucky raises the point of order that the amend- 

ment is notin order. 

ment out of order upon the ground stated. 
The Senate amendment was concurred in. 


The next amendment of the Senate was read, 
as follows: 


“ Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, That the Superintend- 


ent of the Public Printing be required to procure the print- 
ing of the Post Office blanks by contract, after thirty days’ 


public notice, and to award said contract, for the usual |! 
period of Post Office contracts, to the bidder who offers to || some Ot 


Does the gentleman from | 


The Chair will direct the | 


The Chair rules the amend- | 


print the said blanks at the greatest per centum deduction 
from the prices authorized to be paid by law for the print- 
ing of the Executive Departments; and that all laws or 
parts of laws now in force, in relation to the printing of 
post bills or Post Office blanks, be, and the same are hereby, 
repealed.”’ 


Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Chairman, I desire to 


say a few words in regard to this amendment. 


, Every member of the Committee 6f Ways and 


Means is, I believe, in favor of the amendment if 
ingrafted on an original vill, but here the com- 
mittee regard it as an attempt, on the part of the 
Senate, to introduce measures of general legisla- 
tion changing existing law in an appropriation 
bill. This is a practice which has grown up with- 
in the lastfew years, and the Committee of Ways 
and Means deem it their duty, at once, to puta stop 
to it, and we have determined, so far as we can, 
to resist the adoption of all propositions looking 
to a change in existing law, by amendments upon 
appropriation bills. The theory of appropriation 
bills is, that they shall provide money to carry on 
the Government, to execute existing laws, and not 
to change existing laws and provide new ones. 
This amendment of the Senate provides for a 
change of existing law, fixing the mode and man- 
ner of having the Post Office blanks printed. I 
believe that the provision is a wise one, and that 
it ought to be adopted, in the shape of an inde- 
pendentlaw. There is notamember of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means who is not in favor 
of the proposition, but we wish, at the outset, to 
prevent, if possible, the Senate from ingrafting 
new legislation upon appropriation bills: there- 
fore, the Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mend to the House to non-concur in the amend- 
mentof the Senate. I hope that recommendation 
will be adopted. 

Mr. PHELPS. The gentleman from Ohiohas 
correctly stated the opinion of the members of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, who were pres- 
ent; yet, sir, | must say that I differ in opinion 
with the committee, because I am willing to con- 
cur in this amendment under protest. The Senate 
has been in the habit for several years of intro- 
ducing general legislation upon the appropriation 
bills. In this House that sort of legislation upon 
the appropriation bills has been generally ruled 
out of order. I think that it is an improper prac- 
tice to include general legislation in appropriation 
bills. An appropriation bill should appropriate 
money merely in pursuance of existing law so 
that the expense of the Government shall be de- 
frayed from the Treasury. No one would look 
to an ees bili to find important legisla- 
tion, and yet such legislation is oftentimes em- 
braced in a mere proviso attached to one of the 
appropriation bills. 

This, Mr. Chairman, is a measure of economy, 
a measure of reform; and, fearing that I may not 
get another opportunity to adopt it, I have con- 
cluded now to forego my objection as a member 
of the Committee of Ways and Means to this 
kind of legislation, and to vote for a concurrence. 
I am informed that the printing of the Post Office 
Department can be done at a discount of seventy 
per cent. upon the price now paid under thelaws 
regulating the public printing. Under the pres- 


ent system, Post Office blanks are required to be | 


yrinted at the price stipulated in the law. The 
Post Office printing consists of mere headings and 
blanks, to be filled up at the post offices from which 
they are sent and so on; and [| understand that 
the printers obtain stereotype plates, by which 
the work is done at a very cheap rate. 
been informed by the Postmaster General that the 
great reduction | have stated can be made; and 
that he is in favor of seeing economy introduced 


|| in the expenditures of the Post Office Department. 
I am willing, for one, te forego my repugnance to | 


general legislation upon appropriation bills, for 
the purpose of adopting a measure so salutary 
and economical as this. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. j gy 
and that is to express the hope that the committee 
will concur in the amendment of the Senate. Dur- 
ing the whole of the last Congress we were met, 
whenever we proposed to introduce any such 
measure as this, with the same objection, that the 
difficulty lies back in some existing law. Now, I 
will not stickle for a little point of etiquette be- 
tween the Senate and the House, and I trust that 
if we are going to make a point against the Senate 


for soruprenriats legislation, we shall do it upon | 
1 


er matter than this. 


I have only a single word, | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





| and doubtful legislation. 
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Mr. MILLSON. Mr. Chairman, I think we 
may learn a little wisdom from the Senate. A 
day or two ago, when the gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Preps] introduced this bill, we sus- 
pended the rules, to allow it to be considered in 
the House without referring it to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and even 
without referring it to one of the standing commit- 
tees. In our simplicity, we supposed the urgency 
to be so great that we even consented to pass the bill 
under the operation of the previous question, and 
millions were voted away with lightning rapidity. 

ut when the Senate got the bill, they considered 
it with the most admirable calmness and compo- 
sure. They did not seem to realize the necessit 
for-that hurry with which we acted, and which 
made us insist upon its speedy passage. They 
discussed it at their leisure. They were two or 
three days engaged in giving their opinions, not 
upon the bill, indeed, but upon what they deemed 
certain desirable changes in existing laws. The 
bill now comes back to us, and it is asked that 
we shall concur in these general measures of re- 
form proposed by the Senate. 

Now, sir, | have great pleasure in concurring 
with the Committee of Ways and Means in 
their recommendation that we should, at the very 
threshold, ‘set our faces against the practice, so 
often adopted by the Senate, of refusing to pass 
bills which they and we agree to be proper, un- 
less we will, at the same time, unite with them 
in passing other measures, upon the propriety of 
which doubts may exist. ~ If the bill we send to 
the Senate be a proper bill, let them pass it; and 
do not let them refuse to pass a bill which they 
admit to be just and right, until we shall consent 
to some other proposition of theirs, and one, it 
may be, of doubtful propriety. 

The Senate, sir, as we all know, have not 
thought proper to adopt those rules, for their 
government, which we have found necessary 
here; and I beg leave to say a word on the im- 
ae of requiring our appropriation bills to 
¢ free from all questionable matter. We do not 
allow any proposition, involving a change of any 
existing law, to be connected with an appropria- 
tion bill. And why? Because the public inter- 
est demands thiat these appropriation Bills, for the 
support of the Government, should be passed 
speedily; and the fate of an appropriation bill, 
upon which the fate of the country may some- 
times be suspended, ought not to depend upon 
the willingness of either House to consent to new 
‘ What have we seen in 
the last twelve months? The operations of a 
whole Department of the Government embar- 
rassed and crippled, by the refusal of the Senate 
to pass a bill, which they admitted to be proper, 
unless the House would agree to independent 
legislation, which it did not believe to be expe- 
dient. They put us under duress, either to con- 
sent to a measure which the House disapproved, 
or to adopt the alternative of having all the oper- 
ations of the Government embarrassed and dis- 
ordered. If we agree now to this proposition 
under discussion—and I concur with what the 


_ chairman of the committee [Mr. Suerman] has 


said, that this amendment itself proposes a de- 
sirable reform—we put it out of our power, at 
all times hereafter, to object to, or dissent from 


_ such legislation in an appropriation bill. 


|| what occurs every session of Congress. 
I have |) 


Let me cali back the memory of the House to 
j All our 
appropriation bills go to the Senate, and they 
hardly ever require amendment, and, indeed, do 
not often admit of amendment; because those ap- 


propriation bills are intended only to meet the 
| current expenses of the Government, for the most 


part already ascertained by. law; and generally, 


| they are perfected, not only when they go from 


the House, but almost perfected when they come 


_ tous from the Department, as they are usually 


founded on the estimates. They require very 


| little change—perhaps only in reducing or increas- 


‘| ing the amount of appropriation. But the Senate 


| undertake to amend the bills. They have little 


opportunity of amending them by legitimate alter- 
ation; and therefore, theiramendments consist ad- 


most exclusively of additions or changes in exist- 
| ing laws. Those bills usually go to the Senate 


near the close of the session, and they put on, to 


| the civil and diplomatic bill, for instance, perhaps 
eighty or one hundred amendments. The bill 


comes back to the House; and we, through cour- 
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